
YOUTH MINISTRY CONFERENCE 2018

Saturday 12th May 2018
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St Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

Hebburn NE31 2ET

Practical Steps for 

Parishes and Partnerships

Confirmation 1: Developing an effective Preparation Programme for Confirmation
Experienced catechists from different parts of the diocese will share their insights into 
Confirmation preparation in the light of the Diocesan Guidelines. Ideas for forming young 
people as catechists will be included in the workshop.  

Confirmation 2: Being Born of Water and the Spirit 
Fr Adrian Dixon will lead this workshop on exploring with young people how Confirmation 
is a Sacrament that makes us fully human.

Confirmation 3: The Gifts of the Spirit 
Fr Adrian’s second workshop will help catechists to explore with young people how the 
Sacrament of Confirmation makes life worth living.

Young people, Spirituality and Prayer 
This workshop, facilitated by Jo and Gerard Shepherd and Maria Martindale, will explore 
some of the ways that young people can be helped to engage with their own spirituality 
and give ideas for leading young people in prayer while taking time to experience some 
of the methods that have worked with young people in our own diocese. 

Prayer through Music 
Ronan Johnston will be joining us from Ireland to lead this workshop which will 
encourage us to help young people find God through music. Ronan, who recently led 
one of The Source evenings, is a celebrated songwriter, international speaker and band 
leader of Emmaus. 

More Than Dance 
Kevin Atkinson and More Than Dance will lead this workshop which will be a prayer-
filled, creative and expressive way of looking at faith. It will seek to enable, resource and 
inspire so that anybody can use and develop dance with young people.

Discipleship Formation
Amy Cameron, Diocesan Discipleship Coordinator, will explore the importance of people 
of all ages coming together for an intergenerational approach to faith development and 
Phillip Salkeld from YMT will share the ‘In Pursuit’ programme for young people. 

What’s Your Story? 
Melany Francisco-Lawless, from the Youth Ministry Team, will reflect on the power of 
story to share the Gospel message – both our own story and stories we encounter 
through film.
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B O O K I N G  F O R M

Please number this list in order of preference (1-12). We will try to give you your first three choices. 

NAME:

PARISH/SCHOOL:

HOME ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

AGE IF UNDER 18:

POSTCODE:

TELEPHONE:

CHOICE OF WORKSHOPS

More workshops at the back of this form.

About the Conference
The feedback from ‘The Way We See It’ Conference, which took place last year, was 
very positive and practical in its hopes and suggestions. It also raised challenges to 
which we need to respond in our parishes and partnerships if we are to grow as a 
missionary Church. The forthcoming Synod on Youth challenges us to do two things: 
to encourage young people ‘to recognise and accept the call to the fullness of life 
and love’ and to ask them to help us to be effective in announcing the Good News in 
today’s world. 

This follow-up day called ‘Practical Steps for Parishes and Partnerships’ will offer 
workshops to enable and resource youth ministry so that we can reflect on some of 
the ways we can engage with children and young people in our communities and make 
a practical response to their needs whilst inviting and affirming them to become young 
leaders. 

Youth ministry can take many forms and pathways and the workshops aim to reflect 
an holistic approach exploring how we share faith and prayer with young people, 
how we develop a sense of belonging to the church community and how we foster 
growth as people of justice and service. The annual training day for Confirmation 
catechists has been incorporated into the programme, reminding us that Confirmation 
preparation is an integral, and not separate, part of our youth ministry. 

About the Speaker
A keynote address will be given by Fr Dominic Howarth, Episcopal 
Vicar for Pastoral Formation and Youth Services in the Diocese of 
Brentwood and Chair of the Flame organising committee. 

Fr Dominic has a wealth of practical experience in working with 
young people in his own diocese and will be an inspiring speaker to 
begin our day.

Who is the conference for? 
All of us have a role in accompanying young people on their faith journey. The day aims 
to bring together youth leaders and catechists, parents, priests, teachers, chaplains 
and all concerned parishioners. The day is aimed at an adult audience but young 
people 16+ are most welcome. 

Coffee and registration from 10.00am
Lunch will be served and this is included in the cost

Where do I start?  
Facilitated by Ann Wake and Andrew Young, this workshop will share some examples 
of ‘first steps’ in youth ministry from different parts of the Diocese. 

Mini Vinnies and Youth SVP  
Claz Gomez, the National Coordinator for Young Vincentians, and Michael Willcock, 
Diocesan Development Officer, will explore ways of developing  youth ministry in 
parishes and schools through Mini Vinnies and Youth SVP. 

Award Schemes 
Why Award schemes? Dom Finn, CYMFed Project Officer, will introduce the Faith in 
Action Award (soon to begin in our diocese for Years 6-11) and will be joined by some 
of our Pope John Paul II Award Leaders. 

Social Justice and young people 
Fr Chris Hughes will share a model of young people being empowered to take action 
for justice.

Please return booking forms by Friday 4th May 2018 to:
Emmaus Village, Pemberton Road, Allensford, Consett Co Durham DH8 9BA

Conference Fee: £10 
Please make cheques payable to ‘Diocesan Youth Events’

(We hope that parishes will assist with the fee)
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