Reflections for Week 24
of Ordinary Time 2020
Sunday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – Sir. 27:30-28:7, Rom. 14:7-9 & Mt. 18:21-35
Our First Reading was written by the grandson of Jesus… Jesus ben Sira, that is, who
lived 200 years before Jesus of Nazareth! The writer, who had moved from Jerusalem
to the large Jewish community in Alexandria in Egypt, translates into Greek the
original Hebrew text (now largely lost) of his grandfather’s sayings. They are practical
sayings on a wide range of subjects. This whole section of the book has the title “How
to be Happy”. In the case of the extract given us today the focus is on sin and
forgiveness and offers much the same message as today’s Gospel.
Today’s Second Reading is offered among the various Readings available for funerals.
In the context of this Letter to the Romans St Paul is addressing how example is given
to others by our behaviour (hence the reason for offering this for funerals when
thinking about the example of the deceased person). The final sentence, however,
goes to the heart of how this connects directly with our faith: Jesus’ death and
resurrection which is for all people living and dead.
Many of Jesus’ parables rely on massive contrasts in the story to press home their
message. Thus, a tiny seed becomes a huge shrub and a miniscule amount of yeast
leavens a much larger amount of flour. Here the contrast is between such a huge
debt owed by the servant to his master that it would have been impossible to pay
back in several lifetimes, and a pitifully small debt owed to him by a fellow servant.
The story illustrates the opening sentences where Jesus answers Peter’s question
about forgiveness, “Not seven times, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.” In other
words, there are no limits to forgiveness, firstly from God to us, and so from us to
others.

Monday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time– (14th September - Feast of the Exaltation
of the Cross) Num. 21:4-9, Phil. 2:6-11 & Jn. 3:13-17
Our first Reading gives us the famous story of the famous story of Moses and the fiery
serpents who poison the people who had been complaining about the poor variety of
food provided for them by God. Almost like the working of a modern vaccine, a symbol
of the fiery serpent that brings death, now in Moses’ hands, brings life. In today’s feast
we see this event as prefiguring Jesus’ own being raised up on a standard (the Cross)
for our salvation. Jesus even refers to it in today’s Gospel!
Again, this passage from the Letter to the Philippians is very well
known. It is used in the liturgies of Holy Week. Given its construction
it is thought that this was, in fact, an early hymn or poem about
Jesus’ death and resurrection that was known and used in
communities before St Paul quotes here. Jesus will be triumphant in
his death, being raised by his Father.
For many years at sporting events, mainly in the United States,
someone used to walk around with a placard which read, “John 3:16”.
Whoever it was tried, and often succeeded, in being caught on
camera for the whole world to see! The reference is to part of today’s
Gospel, “God loved the world so much that gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal
life.” Today’s Feast is rooted in God’s love for us witnesses by the
death of his Son on the Cross.

Tuesday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – (15th September - Feast of Our Lady of
Sorrows) 1 Cor. 12:12-14, 27-31 & Jn. 19:25-27.
Although the Gospel is proper for this feast the option is to use the ordinary first
reading of the day.
The image of the church community being the body of Christ, in our First Reading is
central to our faith. All of us, from Mary the first disciple, onwards, are incorporated
into this body and all have a role to play. These roles vary from person to person, but
they are all rooted in Jesus’ body sacrificed on the Cross.
The Gospel today is brief and to the point. As he is dying in agony on the Cross Jesus
gives his mother to the “Beloved Disciple” and he to her. One of the titles with which
we honour Mary is that of “Mother of the Church”. The origins of that title are found
here as she stands at the foot of the Cross, that was the focus of yesterday’s feast. She
is here enduring the worst of all human pains: the loss by a parent of a child.

Wednesday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – (16th September - Ss Cornelius and
Cyprian) 1 Cor. 12:31-13:13 & Lk. 7:31-35
This is perhaps the most famous passage from the writings of St Paul and a popular
standard chosen for wedding services. I am not sure how well couples who choose
this reading listen and reflect very carefully on the demands laid out here. The gifts
God gives us are immense but then so is the call to respond with equal generosity in
our relations with others. It is a reminder to us of the three ‘theological’ (God-given)
virtues/graces: faith, hope and love.
Today’s gospel is part of a passage about John the Baptist. St Luke wants to make it
perfectly clear that Jesus is rather more important than John who, though recognised
by many as a prophet, was still ignored or ridiculed. The fact that Jesus is greater than
this is an urgent call now to listen and to act on what he has to say.
Thursday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – 1 Cor.15:1-11 & Lk. 7:36-50
When St Paul refers in this passage to “the gospel I preached to you,” he is referring
to the central message of Jesus’ death and resurrection. There are, of course, other
aspects to the gospel message but this is key, and he sets down his knowledge of the
appearances made by the Risen Christ to various people after his Resurrection.
Nothing is more important than accepting and believing that these things, Paul’s
preaching, and their believing, are all part of the workings of “the grace of God”.
Today’s Gospel lends itself to an imaginative exercise in contemplation: trying to
imagine yourself present as this dinner at Simon’s house unfolds. Perhaps you might
imagine yourself as Simon, or the woman, or even Jesus himself, or perhaps you are
simply one of the other guests around the table. How does it feel when this woman
comes in and begins to wash and anoint Jesus’ feet? Such a meditation can be very
enlightening for us. In any case the
main message is made very clear:
the
woman
does
not
earn
forgiveness by her actions; the
forgiveness
she
has
already
received is evidenced by what she
does. All that we do is a response
to the love God shows us. We
could never, and have no need
ever, to try to earn God’s love!
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Friday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – 1 Cor. 15:12-20 & Lk. 8:1-3
Our First Reading is a continuation of the passage we were given yesterday and is
one of St Paul’s strongest confessions of faith in Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead.
Without this belief the whole Gospel message falls apart, “If our hope in Christ has
been for this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people. We are, however, the
most fortunate of all people, precisely because Jesus has died and is risen!
Rather like our First Reading today’s Gospel follows on directly from yesterday’s
account of events that took place at a meal in the house of Simon the Pharisee. Quite
possibly it is because Mary Magdalene is the first person named here that she has
been, erroneously, presumed to be the ‘woman who was a sinner’. In fact, this list of
disciples is an entirely new and unconnected passage. What it does illustrate,
however, is the important role played by women disciples who are rarely mentioned,
much less named, in our Gospels.
Saturday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time – 1 Cor. 15:35-37, 42-49 & Lk. 8:4-15
Today’s First Reading is our final extract from this First Letter to the Corinthians,
although there are other extracts which we are not given to read in our Liturgy. We
have here a continuation, an underlining if you will, of Paul’s central message about
the Resurrection. There is nothing more certain for him than the fact that because of
Jesus’ own resurrection we too can look forward to our own. This is the ‘hope’ that he
writes about consistently in his letters to all the churches that he has founded.

It is only a few weeks since we were given St Matthew’s version of this Parable of the
Sower. The long interpretation of the story given by Jesus is possibly a later addition
to the fundamental message of this, and other, parables of growth: the contrast
between apparently meagre beginnings and spectacular outcomes. The story is a
reassurance to people who are struggling with their discipleship that, although
things might not look too promising at the moment, there will be an abundant
harvest.

