Reflections for Week 34
of Ordinary Time 2020
Sunday, Feast of Christ the King – Ez. 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor. 15:20-26, 28; & Mt. 25:31-46
The Shepherd-King is an image that has come down through generations in the
Scriptures and in the hymns of the Christian Church. As the Prophet Ezekiel looks
forward to the return of the Exiles from Babylon the old, corrupt kingship in Israel is
to be replaced by a different kind of leader: a shepherd. Already the people of the
former kingdoms of Israel and Judah had been scattered to the four winds. This
dispersal – called “The Diaspora” – is to be reversed by this Shepherd who is to gather
the scattered sheep, to rescue them, and to bring them back to their homeland. This
is, of course, something we see fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ as shepherd and
king. Notice also the final verse of the Reading which paves the way for the parable in
our Gospel.
Chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians focuses on the Resurrection as the foundational promise of
resurrection for all. “All men (and women) will be brought to life in Christ.” The
imagery continues in this passage as the Risen Christ is portrayed as the one who will
hand over the kingdom to his Father, “so that God may be all in all”. Six of the seven
“Corporal Works of Mercy” (feeding the hungry; giving drink to the thirsty; clothing
the naked; welcoming the stranger; visiting the sick; visiting those in prison; (burying
the dead)) are the platform for this scene of the final Judgement in our Parable today.
Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Letter on the Call to Holiness Today, calls this, “The
Great Criterion”, and quotes one of his predecessors, John Paul II, as saying that this
parable is not just a call to action, it is a “Christology”: it gives us a real insight into
who this person Jesus really is. He is the one who embodies in his ministry these
works of mercy to “the least of my brothers and sisters” and who expects the same
from all who claim to follow him.

Monday the 34th Week – Rev. 14:1-5 & Lk. 21:1-4
Today we have another vision of a heavenly liturgy. This time of the “Lamb”. Those for
whom these words were originally written would be greatly encouraged to hear of a
throng of “one hundred and forty-four thousand” – that is, an impossibly huge
number! – who are the redeemed. They, too, so it is promised, will be part of that
number if they stay strong and faithful during their current tribulations.
The all or nothing nature of discipleship – a theme we see frequently in St Luke’s
Gospel – is emphasised once again with this story of the widow. Apparently, donations
to the Treasury of the Temple were made via a metal shoot in one of the walls.
Imagine the sound a huge donation would make and the attention it would attract to
anyone nearby. Now, imagine what impact two small coins would have! No one would
be any the wiser and yet that widow had done so much more than anyone else.
Tuesday 34th Week – (24th November The Martyrs of Vietnam) Rev. 14:14-19 & Lk.21:5-11
The imagery in the Book of Revelation is often extremely vivid and off-putting. We
hear today of two (of the six) angels who will “bring in the harvest” at the end of time.
The imagery is both vivid and scary! Notice the reference to the “winepress of God’s
anger”, the suffering of those who have been “harvested”.
By the time St Luke came to write his Gospel the Temple in Jerusalem had already
been destroyed – along with the rest of the city. The Roman armies had conquered
the whole area and Jews were not allowed within a fifty-mile radius of the city. As
Luke recounts Jesus’ words about the fate of the City he is careful to insist that “the
end is not so soon”. The message to those hearing these words proclaimed is to carry
on with their discipleship and not to be caught up in concerns about matters beyond
their control – and the false words of so-called prophets who predict the coming of
the end of time.
Wednesday 34th Week – Rev. 15:1-4 & Lk. 21:12-19
Now that the harvest is complete the author of the Book of Revelation offers a vision
of the victory of the Lamb of God, and of those who have remained faithful during the
persecution. Persecution is also the main theme of today’s Gospel with Jesus warning
his disciples about persecutions to come. By the time St Luke came to write his
Gospel this was a reality that had been experienced by disciples in some parts of the
Roman Empire, but by no means all. Those who had not suffered probably included
the community for whom Luke was writing his Gospel. They had to be reminded,
however, that persecution was all too possible a reality for anyone called to be a
disciple!

Thursday 34th Week – Rev. 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9 & Lk. 21:20-28
Today’s Reading is a very bitty extract from the account of the Fall of Babylon (i.e. the
Roman Empire) that is almost gloated over by the author. The target audience for his
words would have been people who sorely doubted how such a powerful force in their
lives could ever be defeated, and yet that is what is promised. Notice the invitation to
“the wedding feast of the Lamb” – the Banquet in heaven, of which our Eucharist
is the foretaste, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world….
Blessed are those who are called to his supper (‘the wedding feast of the Lamb’).
Jesus’ warnings of disasters to come (including the destruction of Jerusalem)
continue in today’s Gospel but the call is to stay strong, “Stand erect, hold your heads
high, because your liberation is near at hand.” I feel sure that this is a sentiment
wished by many of us during the current (unending, it would seem) pandemic!
Friday 34th Week – Rev. 20:1-4, 11- 21:2 & Lk. 21:29-33
In the grandiose vision in today’s extract from the Book of Revelation Satan is
imprisoned for a thousand years (i.e. for ever) and a new creation is promised safe and
free from the attentions of the Evil One. The final paragraph of this Reading is offered,
but perhaps not much used, at funeral Masses because it speaks of the hope won for
us in Jesus’ Death and Resurrection.
The living parable of the Fig Tree is recounted in all three Synoptic Gospels, but the
main point is given in the final sentence, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.” These are almost the final words Jesus speaks to his
disciples before the Last Supper and the events that follow. They underline, for
disciples in all ages, the importance of attention to the Word of God!
Saturday 34th Week – Rev. 22:1-7 & Lk. 21:34-36
The “river of life” referred to here is reminiscent of the water flowing from the Temple
in the Prophecy of Ezekiel (Ch. 47) and of the blood and water flowing from Jesus’
side on the Cross (Jn. 19:34). Life and hope are held out to those who remain faithful.
Our final Gospel of the year reiterates a theme we have come across in the these last
few weeks: “Stay awake”, the need to remain alert and not to waver in our
commitment to following in the ways of the Lord.

