A Journey of Discovery- an opportunity to explore the riches and the beauty of the Church’s teaching on the Sacrament of Marriage:
· “Father, you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church.”

     Collect prayer of the Rite of Marriage

· “The intimate partnership of life and love which constitutes the married state has been established by the creator and endowed by him with its own proper laws: it is rooted in the contract of its partners, that is, in their irrevocable personal consent.

Spouses, therefore, are fortified and, as it were, consecrated for the duties and dignity of their state by a special sacrament.”

    Vatican Council II: The Church in the Modern World – 48

· “The vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of man and woman as they came from the hand of the Creator…

God who created man out of love also calls him to love- the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being. For man is created in the image and likeness of God who is himself love.  Since God created man and woman, their mutual love becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing love with which God loves man.”

    Catechism of the Catholic Church – 1603 & 1604

· ‘Such love, merging the human and the divine, leads the spouses to a free and mutual gift of themselves, a gift providing itself by gentle affection, and by deed; such love pervades the whole of their lives, growing better and growing greater by it’s generosity.’

Vatican Council II: The Church in the Modern World – 49

· Marriage is the intimate, exclusive, indissoluble communion of life and love entered by man and woman at the design of the Creator for the purpose of their own good and the procreation and education of children; this covenant between baptised persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.

Code of Canon Law 1055

 ‘God is love and in himself he lives a mystery of personal loving communion.

Creating the human race in his own image … God inscribed in the humanity of man and woman the vocation, and thus the capacity and responsibility, of love and communion.  

Love is therefore the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being.’

John Paul II: The Christian Family in the Modern World –11

· Speaking of marriage and the family, John Paul states:

‘In this entire world there is not a more perfect, more complete image of God, Unity and Community. 

There is no other human reality which corresponds more, humanly speaking, to that divine mystery.’

John Paul II: Homily on the Feast of the Holy Family: 30th December 1988

· Marriage and family life is the most common path to holiness for Christians.

Vatican II defined married love as a union of the human and the divine, which “leads the partners to a free and mutual giving of self, experienced in tenderness and action.”

· Two other sacraments, Holy Orders and Matrimony, are directed towards the salvation of others; if they contribute as well to personal salvation, it is through service to others that they do so.  They confer a particular mission in the Church and serve to build up the People of God.

· Through these sacraments those already consecrated by Baptism and Confirmation for the common priesthood of all the faithful can receive particular consecrations.  Those who receive the sacrament of Holy Orders are consecrated in Christ’s name ‘to feed the Church by the word and grace of God’.  On their part, ‘Christian spouses are fortified and, as it were, consecrated for the duties and dignity of their state by a special sacrament.’

Catechism of the Catholic Church – 1534 & 1535

