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Some time ago, on an economy flight from Rome, the air hostess was very chatty in her announcements. 

She even she told us that a married couple on board was celebrating their thirty-fifth wedding anniversary. 

That got sustained and heartfelt applause from all around the plane. Everyone appreciated their achievement. 

Sustaining a marriage for such a long time is not easy. 

It is evidence of a sustained and mutual act of trust, combined with so many other virtues, too.

The trust involved when a Christian couple undertake marriage is not only the trust they have in each other, but also the trust they have in God. You well understand that, as people of faith, in your marriage there is more than your own strength to draw on, more than your own capacity to love when you face difficulties. 

God is there with you and you minister God’s grace to each other.

Now this is an important truth. 

God is at the heart of the promises which form a marriage. God is there to strengthen and sustain that marriage, to bless it and protect it. Without the acknowledgement of God’s presence, a marriage is only half of the reality it’s supposed to be.

We all know how precious a marriage relationship can be. 

At times, that relationship can be the shining light of two lives, bringing fresh joy to every happiness and each small achievement. 

Yet we also know that, at other times, this relationship can become lost in a fog of mutual indifference. 

Sometimes that relationship becomes a treacherous quicksand, to be negotiated only with extreme care. 

Sometimes, as we know too well, that relationship, and the marriage itself, tragically lies in ruins. 

But in all of this, God is still present. 

In many marriages God’s presence is entirely out of sight, because it was never understood or invoked.

Indeed, the understanding that God is involved in a marriage, giving it a different kind of permanence, a different kind of depth, is so foreign to our world that even we people of faith might be in danger of forgetting it, too. 

Yet a marriage without God is no more than a matter of personal choice and personal satisfaction. 

In those circumstances, there is far less reason to work hard at a marriage when that initial satisfaction has gone and the personal choice seems to have a mistake. 

So today, in this wonderful celebration, we again affirm that only the presence of God makes clear the true nature of marriage. 

Only God’s grace can complete and renew such a relationship. 

Only then does a relationship become a sacrament which can speak eloquently to our world of the full vocation of married life.

This vision of marriage lies at the centre of the Church’s teaching. Indeed, without the firm understanding and belief that God is at the heart of every marriage, much of that teaching seems unreasonable and out-dated. 

The permanence of marriage, which guides the Church’s teaching towards those in second marriages, is rooted in the sacramental presence of God in a valid marriage. 

The call of the Church to a man and a woman to marry rather than simply live together in a private arrangement is based on the same conviction that God’s acknowledged presence is essential for a truly mature human relationship of husband and wife. 

To fail to see this truth inevitably leads us to see marriage as a human value only and, in the last resort, disposable and replaceable.

Today I congratulate you all on the years of faithfulness which lie behind your presence here. 

I’m told that you represent a total of over 45,000 years of faithful married life. 

You must have some stories to tell! Some present here today are celebrating over sixty years of marriage. 

Indeed two couples are celebrating seventy years of married life!! Congratulations to you all.

In faith, we strive to fulfil the Church’s teaching, doing our best to bring our lives into line with God’s will, in all the ways open to us.  

We know that this is our best chance of fulfilment. 

In every life, this is a long and slow process. In marriage it certainly can be very testing. 

So today, in this Mass, and in many other ways, it is important that we promote marriage, offering real encouragement to young people and young couples to make the journey to marriage. 

We must show acceptance and support to those who have experienced failure in their marriage. 

We are to encourage them in their life of faith, in all the ways the Church shows to us. 

We never give up, never abandon hope or effort, knowing always that the Lord is with us, drawing us in his own mysterious ways closer to himself and to those who truly sustain and guard us.

On the cover of the Mass booklet – so beautifully prepared – is the photograph of the wonderful image of the Holy Family. Joseph and Mary present to us their Son. 

Throughout his childhood they nurtured him and protected Him from danger. 

In doing so they were serving the whole human family, for they were nurturing and presenting the true hope of the world, the eternal Word of God in our flesh.

In this, the Holy Family is an image of every family. 

As you travel through life, so often difficult and distressing, you too carry with you the same eternal Word, the same Lord of life. 

Every family, with a marriage at its heart, makes its journey with Jesus present in its midst. 

In family life, then, we carry Him with us. We show Him to each other. Day by day we spell out, as best it can, the truth that God considers every moment of this life worthwhile, that God is committed to our well-being and joy, that God will never desert us or turn away. 

This is the reality of faith we try to make present for each other. In this way we proclaim and pass on our faith.

In this sense, the family is indeed the domestic church, proclaiming the living presence of our Saviour in every moment, striving to live by his love and praising him readily in daily prayer. 

Constantly he proves to be your Saviour, your Light and your Hope.

To embrace this reality of God’s presence within marriage and family life is not just for each day. 

To embrace this presence is to be open to the promise of eternity. Marriage and family life are not just for now. 

Husbands and wives are committed to each other, and to their children, in order to get each other to heaven. 

Daily life is the ladder of our ascent. 

Please look again at the mosaic of the Holy Family. 

See the central position given to the dove, hovering above that family, inspiring its joy and goodness.

This is the Holy Spirit, whose coming we celebrate so readily at this Feast of Pentecost. 

This Spirit is the author of the goodness we seek for each other, the fountain of all those gifts which we so need for our daily peace and happiness.

The fruits of the Spirit are known to us:

· Charity: that conscious choice to love one’s spouse for whom they actually are.

· Joy: the pleasure we take in each other’s abiding goodness.

· Peace: the fruit of a determination to see things together, to do things together.

· Patience: not just putting up with things but consciously being one with Christ in bearing the cross of suffering and disappointment.

· Kindness: that sympathetic concern for all who are in need.

· Goodness: trying to become a gift for each other, and not a demand!

· Faithfulness: going beyond the demands of justice and rights and being ready to forgive, again and again!

· Gentleness: getting beyond the satisfaction of provoking a response and allowing the space and time that is needed.

· Self-control: avoiding excess, embracing simplicity of life, caring for each other physically with deference and great joy.

As St Paul writes: ‘There is no law against such things!’ (Gal 5.23).

On the contrary, they are the recipe for holiness, a holiness of the home, the holiness of our shared journey to heaven.

These are the fruits of the gift of the Holy Spirit for which we pray with a special eagerness today. 

We know our need, for we too are very much part of the ‘entire creation’, which is groaning as we wait to be set free. 

We too cannot find the right words with which to pray and gladly rely on the Holy Spirit to express our longing for the Lord ‘in a way that could never be put into words’. (Romans 8.26)

Indeed, Lord, we are thirsty for you! 

We come to drink of your living water that our lives may be pleasing to you and a witness to your love for all, without exception, in our world.

Amen
Spirituality of Marriage.

Archbishop Vincent Nichols (Westminster) writes:

“Of all human relationships, Christian marriage is the one that can express most fully the qualities of living that are from God. 

Fidelity, unconditional love, forgiveness, trust, the creation of new life, tenderness and compassion are some of the qualities of God’s love for man that are made real in marriage.

Different aspects of the love of God emerge through the dedication of husband and wife to each other as the years go by and the relationship develops and changes.

As they work at their marriage, a couple carry out their work of faith, they make the love of God a reality for each other and so enrich their faith in him. 

The day to day experiences of life shared at home are not only the measure of their happiness but also of their faith, because daily living is an important instrument of God’s love. 

Every time forgiveness is given and received at home, every time love is shared and strengthened, there God’s forgiveness and love are experienced and faith in him is sustained. 

The Church proclaims that the constant, growing love of husband and wife is a sure sign of God’s presence, both for the couple and the community. 

A Christian man and woman, who make their marriage promises in the setting of the community of faith, not only declare their unending love for each other but also state that their love is from God and that, by loving each other, they know God’s love is made visible. 

They will live this sacrament of love each day of their lives and when their children are born they will share it with them. 

Sometimes his presence is hard to see.  Sometimes faith is tested.  But even then our fundamental belief remains, that he alone is master of life and death and all things are held in his hands.  

This is why it is so important that married people never stop getting to know each other. 

God is there, enfolded in the experience of the life they share, ready to speak, to touch, to heal through the words and hands of husband and wife.”
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