PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL (1)
Priest:

With the certain knowledge that our loving Father desires only the best for his children, let us pray to him with confidence. 

We pray for all those who are married, may they grow in love, patience and companionship.

Lord hear us …………                                            

We pray for those whose marriages are unhappy, broken, or at risk, may they feel your healing love, and know the joy of your peace.

Lord hear us                                             

May we always be caring and respectful to each other, sharing a sense of humour, and thanking you daily for all our blessings. 

Lord hear us ………….                                          

We pray for all those who are finding living out their marriage commitment difficult.  Help us all to support them.  

Lord hear us                                            

Help all married couples to remember when they first met, and the strong bond of love that grew between them.   Help them to put that love into practical things so that nothing can divide them. 

Lord hear us ………….                                            

Grant to all parents the strength, courage, wisdom and endurance to carry on in times of difficulty, knowing that you are always with them. 

Lord hear us …………                                          

Help all children to understand the love of parents and find ways to return that love. 

Lord hear us………….                                            

Let us offer our support to single parents and those who are separated or divorced, through our love, kindness and understanding. 

Lord hear us ………..  
Grant to all that have lost a partner the knowledge that your love is always with them. 

Lord hear us ……..                                          

We ask Mary the mother of your Son for help for all families when we say her special prayer

HAIL MARY…………..

Let us now pray in silence for our own needs and concerns.

Priest:

Father through the love you have poured out upon us we ask you to grant these petitions, through Christ our Lord Amen

Prayers of the Faithful (2)
Celebrant:

Lord, as your congregation comes together today to renew and celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage, hear the prayers of us, your faithful, as we ask for support, guidance and love.

Reader:

For those who are newly married: After a short time, we are just beginning to understand what marriage is about.  Thank you for all of the new things we are learning and discovering about each other.  Bind us closer and closer like the cotton that keeps the buttons on our coats.
Lord hear us.

Congregation:       Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader:

For those who have been together for some time: Thank you for all that is crystal clear in our life, for the assurance we have of each other’s love.  As we look to the future, which only you know, help us to trust that you will go on being with us as you have been in the past.
Lord hear us.
Congregation:       Lord, graciously hear us.

For those who have lived a lifetime together:  Help us to see the world through each other’s eyes and to find new glories everyday.  Thank you that we have been able to bring light and warmth to each other through the years.  Let us have gratitude for a love that has become so precious.
Lord Hear Us.

Congregation        Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader:  Let us turn to Mary for support in our lives together, remembering that she was there at Cana and was instrumental in accessing the help of Jesus at the wedding.  Hail Mary………
Celebrant:

Lord, on this special day of renewal, we remember with thanksgiving the vows of love and commitment to you and of the couple to each other in marriage.  We pray for your continued blessing.  May we learn from both our joys and sorrows, and discover new riches in lives lived together in you.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

CELEBRATION of MARRIAGE

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION.

 We pray for all engaged and newly married couples, starting their new life together.

Father, we ask that you guide and inspire them so that they will recognize the wonderful calling that they have received and come to discover God in their love for each other.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY.

We pray for parents, experiencing the joys and sorrows of Family Life.

We pray that they will recognize, in the gift of children, a wonderful role of creating and nurturing new life, which you have entrusted to them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY.

We pray for couples who are growing old together, that they will continue to be an example to us all.

We ask you Father, that they will give faithful witness to the world of the lasting joys of marriage and reflect the enduring love that you have for your people.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for all those who are caring for a partner who is suffering ill health.

We ask you Father to give them the strength and faith to carry them through the difficult times ahead.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for all those who are suffering the pain of separation and divorce.

We ask that you help us all be a continuous support to them and bring the light of Christ into their lives.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those who have suffered the pain of bereavement.

We ask you to help them to cherish the memory of their loved ones and to look forward to the day when they will be together again in your kingdom.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

Let us now turn to Mary, the mother of our church and ask her to take all our prayers to the Father as we say

HAIL MARY

