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From the Editor
It is that time of year again, when we ask you to support our publication, especially
if you receive the printed edition by post, which entails significant labour and financial costs. Please fill in the ‘Subscription Form’ on the back page of the publication
and send it to us with your donation. Last year, we just about broke even thanks to
the generous contributions of a few subscribers. Please support the Newsletter. It is
one of the few interfaith newsletters that are still in print. Many thanks.
In this issue, there are articles of good interfaith practice both here and abroad, in
many cases, remembering anniversaries or celebrating annual religious festivals,
like Channukah, Holocaust Memorial Day, National Interfaith Week and World Harmony Week and Chinese New Year. Some take place periodically like the Parliament of World Religions. Others are good opportunities for people of faith to come
together and get to know one another by visiting schools and places of worship.
Over the years, I have really been encouraged by the increase in interfaith activities
and events throughout the country. I am sure that Inter Faith Week in 2018 had more
events than in previous years, especially as many faiths held events to remember the
end of World War 1. People are now including World Harmony Week in February as
an opportunity to reach out to people of different faiths.
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) events have increased and have attracted more
people than before. It is good to see so many schoolchildren taking part and acting
as HMD ambassadors. I was delighted that Pope Francis mentioned it at the World
Youth Day in Panama and expressed some strong views on anti-Semitism and religious violence. This year’s HMD theme was particularly poignant. Torn from Home
seemed to include not just the victims of genocide over the years but also migrants
and refugees of present day violence and oppression.
However, I am disappointed that many people do not think that interfaith dialogue
has any value or it is just not for them. I am also upset when I discover that so many
people are unaware of, or are not interested in, any of the events mentioned above. I
am even more concerned at the level of hostility there exists in our society towards
people of different faiths and traditions, even in sport. Maybe, it is because everybody is so concerned about the outcome of the Brexit negotiations. Politicians
would do well to read and adopt Pope Francis’ Peace Message for 2019.
Today is a beautiful warm February day. It feels like spring. Lovers of many faiths
and none are celebrating Valentine’s Day. It is also the Feast of two 9 th Century
brothers, Saints Cyril and Methodius, who brought Christianity to Eastern Europe
and probably developed the Cyrillic (Russian) alphabet. The Catholic Church honours them as Patrons of Europe. We ask for their prayers in these troubled times. Let
us take each day as it comes. Enjoy your Spring Festivals and religious feast days.
Jon
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Pope calls for dialogue and prayer in UAE
During his recent visit to the United Arab Emirates, the first by any Pope, His Holiness Pope Francis attended an interreligious meeting on Human Fraternity on 4 February in Abu Dhabi, which the local Muslim Council of Elders had organised to promote the 2019 Year of Tolerance. About 700 religious leaders from Muslim, Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Sikh, Hindu and other faiths attended the meeting. In his long
speech, which covered many issues, the Pope called on participants to embrace a
broader vision of freedom, justice, tolerance and peace.
Referring to the meeting of St Francis with Sultan al-Malik al Kamil 800 years ago,
during the fifth Crusade, in 1219, the Pope said that he had come “as a brother seeking peace with the brethren”. He emphasized that “no violence can be justified in the
name of religion.”
The logo for his visit was a dove with an olive branch, which recalls the story of the
Flood, when God told Noah to build an Ark to save humanity and animals from destruction. Pope Francis said that, in order to safeguard peace, we, too, need to enter
together as one family into the ark of fraternity, which can sail the stormy seas of the
world. He pointed out that a dove needs two wings to fly. The dove of peace needs
the wings of education and justice. He added, "A justice addressed only to family
members, compatriots (and) believers of the same faith is a limping justice; it is a
disguised injustice!" Furthermore, the Holy Father drew a distinction between
“fraternity” and “individualism,” which can encourage a desire to put “oneself and
one’s group above others.”
“True religious piety consists in loving God with all one’s heart and one’s neighbor
as oneself,” the Pope explained. “Religious behavior, therefore, needs continually to
be purified from the recurrent temptation to judge others as enemies and adversaries.
Each belief system is called to overcome the divide between friends and enemies, in
order to take up the perspective of heaven, which embraces persons without privilege or discrimination.”
Freedom of religion goes beyond “freedom of worship”. It involves seeing others
truly as brothers and sisters, Pope Francis continued. “There is no alternative: we
will either build the future together or there will not be a future,” the Pope warned.
“Religions, in particular, cannot renounce the urgent task of building bridges between peoples and cultures. The time has come when religions should more actively
exert themselves, with courage and audacity, and without pretense, to help the human family deepen the capacity for reconciliation, the vision of hope and the concrete paths of peace.”
The Holy Father emphasized that prayer was essential for the future of interreligious
dialogue, especially the need to pray for one another, as members of the one human
family. He concluded with an appeal to end all wars. In particular, he cited the conflicts in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, and Libya.
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The meeting ended with Pope Francis and Sheik Dr Ahmed el-Tayeb, Grand Imam
of Al Azhar signing "A Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living
Together."
The document ends with these words: “In the name of God and of everything stated
thus far; Al-Azhar al-Sharif and the Muslims of the East and West, together with the
Catholic Church and the Catholics of the East and West, declare the adoption of a
culture of dialogue as the path; mutual cooperation as the code of conduct; reciprocal understanding as the method and standard.”
According to the Vatican press office, the pope and the imam also "inaugurated" the
cornerstone for a church and mosque that will be built alongside each other in the
United Arab Emirates. Pope Francis also visited Abu Dhabi's Sheik Zayed Grand
Mosque, one of the largest mosques in the world and which can host more than
40,000 worshippers at a time.
For Christians, the highlight of the visit was Pope Francis celebrating Mass in Abu
Dhabi's Zayed Sports City for about 135,000 faithful. Most of them belong to the
nine Catholic Churches of the Apostolic Vicariate of Southern Arabia that ministers
to the faithful in the UAE, Yemen and Oman as well as some from the Apostolic Vicariate of Northern Arabia, which includes Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Many Muslims and members of other faiths were also present.
Adapted from Zenit

FF4L New Year Message
Faiths Forum For London (FF4L) put together a New Year’s Message for the city of
London, which members of all faiths signed. I am delighted to include it as part of
our New Year greetings:
London is a city that is proud of its diversity, be it in respect of cultures, faiths, identities, or indeed of views and opinions. The capital draws its strength from such an
understanding and through a recognition that it is our diversity, which makes us
stronger.
At a time when divisions are heightened and many are anxious about the future, we
hope that the capital and indeed the country can overcome its disagreements by engaging in respectful dialogue. By coming together and celebrating our differences,
we find common ground that can unite us.
“As the leaders and representatives of London's main faith communities, we pray
that our nation’s leaders have the strength to make decisions which will help to renew our national harmony.
4
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Year of the Pig
Not strictly a religious festival but Chinese New Year remains the most important
date in the Chinese calendar, when millions of people across the world come together
to celebrate with 15 days of parades, parties and food. In 2019, Chinese New Year
starts on Tuesday 5 February and ends on 19 February with the Lantern Festival.
Each year a Chinese zodiac animal is the symbol for the year. 2019 marks the Year of
the Pig, which ends on 24 January 2020. The Pig is the twelfth of the zodiac animals.
It comes right after the Year of the Dog (2018) and before the year of the Metal Rat
(2020)! You are a “Pig Chinese Zodiac native” if you are born in one of these years:
1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019.
Each zodiac animal is associated with certain characteristics. Those born under the
sign of the Pig are said to avoid “wasteful” spending but will still “let themselves enjoy life”, ChineseNewYear.net says. “They are energetic and always enthusiastic,
even for boring jobs. Given the chance, they will take positions of power and status.”
According to Chinese astrology, 2019 is a great year to make money, and a good year
to invest! 2019 is going to be full of joy, a year of friendship and love for all the zodiac signs; an auspicious year because the Pig attracts success in all the spheres of life.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 6, 8; Lucky Colours: yellow, grey, brown, gold; Lucky Days: 2nd,
7th, 10th, 11th day of every month of the Chinese calendar.
Most cities in the United Kingdom have celebrated Chinese New Year for many years.
This year was no exception. The festivities, in most cities, kicked off on Sunday 10 th
February, with a wide range of events and activities for all ages: music, dance, performances, workshops, calligraphy, dressing-up, plenty of food and drink and fireworks
after dark. London usually attracts about 700,000 people for the events, making it the
biggest outside Asia. Manchester held a three-day event so did Liverpool, which was
also celebrating the 20th anniversary of Liverpool’s twinning with Shanghai. Birmingham celebrated the 17th annual Chinese New Year with a parade in the Chinese
Quarter.
Symbols of Chinese New Year
The orange represents luck. The pomegranate, with its many seeds, symbolizes fertility, but also for its red colour that has the power to keep evil spirits at bay.
Serving a whole fish symbolizes abundance, and a chicken for gaining prosperity. The
chicken must have the head, tail and feet still attached, connoting wholeness, perfection. Noodles must not be cut, because they symbolize long life.
The huge quantity of food served during this period is meant to symbolize the abundance and wealth of the house where they are being served. The most appreciated
though is the food vividly coloured in red, orange, green and gold.
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Chanukkah at LJS
The celebration of the feast of Chanukkah at the Liberal Jewish Synagogue (LJS)
this year was yet again a wonderful event. The synagogue was full of people of
many faiths. Rabbi Alexandra Wright made everybody very welcome as she always
does. There was good music based on traditional Jewish songs and melodies. Some
songs we listened to, others we joined in the singing, even in Hebrew. Of course, the
celebration was also a service of prayers and blessings, of getting together and eating traditional Jewish fried foods.
Chanukkah is an eight-day, wintertime “festival of lights,” which the Jews celebrate
with a nightly lighting of a chanukkiah (an eight-branched candelabrum), special
prayers and fried foods. Jewish families celebrate the festival at home but also with
the community in the synagogue. For a number of years now, there has been a big
public celebration in Trafalgar Square in London and probably in other cities.
The word Chanukkah means “dedication” because it celebrates the rededication of
the Holy Temple.
In 2nd century BCE, the Seleucids (Syrian-Greeks) ruled the Holy Land. They tried
to force the people of Israel to accept Greek culture and beliefs instead of their own
beliefs and observances. Against all odds, Judah the Maccabee got together a small
band of faithful but poorly armed Jews and defeated one of the mightiest armies on
earth. They drove the Greeks from the land, reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem
and rededicated it to the service of God. When they sought to light the Temple's Menorah (the seven-branched candelabrum), they found only one small vial of olive oil
for the Temple lamp – just enough for one day. Miraculously, that small supply of oil
lasted for eight days, until new oil could be prepared under conditions of ritual purity. To commemorate this event, the sages instituted the festival of Chanukkah some
four centuries later.
This year, LJS invited people of different faiths and cultures to join them in a
‘Festival for All’ celebration of Chanukkah. It was on the fourth night, so we needed
to light four candles. (I like the way they use another candle, the shamash,
“attendant” or “servant candle”, to light the other candles.) The task of using the
shamash was entrusted to children from local schools and other invited guests, including Harriet Crabtree, Director of the Inter Faith Network UK. During the lighting, Rabbi Elana Dellal offered special blessings. The Right Honourable and Right
Reverend Dame Sarah Mullaly, 133rd Bishop of London, offered an inspiring and
upbeat reflection, which everybody appreciated. It was probably here first interfaith
meeting since her appointment as Bishop.
After the ceremony, most of us went to the Montefiore Hall for refreshments, where
we were treated to traditional foods fried in oil, like the potato latke (pancake) garnished with applesauce or sour cream, and jam-filled sufganya (doughnut). We also
had the opportunity of meeting and chatting to old and new friends.
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Parliament of the World’s Religions
Georgina Long, from Brahma Kumaris, kindly sent me this brief report from the 7th
Parliament of World Religions, which she attended in Toronto with other Brahma
Kumaris members from around the world.
You may remember, I mentioned the first World Parliament of Religions in the last issue, when I included Swami Vivekananda’s historic address in Chicago in 1893.
In her note, she added that there was a great presence of indigenous peoples from different nations. This is good news because they are often ignored and treated badly.
The seventh Parliament of the World’s Religions convened in Toronto from November 1-7, 2018, 125 years after the first Parliament tool place at the Chicago World’s
Fair. 7,500 people representing nearly 200 religions participated. The theme was
‘The Promise of Inclusion; The Power of Love.’
The Brahma Kumaris had a beautiful booth showing a big tree of virtues, which represented the expression of the true nature of all embodied souls, regardless of religion. Shiv Baba was shown as the Seed of the tree and above the tree in the Incorporeal World as the Father of souls. The picture attracted much interest, and conversations about the picture sparked many friendships. Each visitor left with a virtue card
shaped like a flower and a booklet with a virtue for each day of the week.
The Brahma Kumaris also participated in many panel discussions on environment,
science and consciousness, women’s leadership and interfaith activities, and conducted an early morning meditation.
A big player at this Parliament was a loose coalition of spiritually-based activists who
are addressing social, environmental and political problems from a spiritual base but
not necessarily from any religion. They use the term ‘inter-spiritual’ to describe what
they all have in common. One such participant said, “It’s not about what we believe;
it’s about what we can do together.”
Some newcomers to the ‘The Promise of Inclusion’ were the millennials and the
LGBT community. Both groups want to share in the process of making the world
better, and both groups encouraged the people of religions to embrace diversity and
stop focusing on differences. They and all newcomers to the Parliament were met
with beautiful gestures of love and welcome.
The BK team at the Parliament included Sr Maureen and Sr Georgina from UK, Sr
Valeriane from Geneva, CH, Br Damian from AU, Sr Savi, Sr Pam, Sr Tanya Sr Nora,
Sr Debbie and Br David from Canada, and Br Erik, Sr Madhavi and Sr Mary from
USA. The team was showered with royal hospitality from the Toronto BK family. Both the Toronto family and the visitors felt blessed by Baba and drama to have
participated in this important event, and all look forward to an even fuller participation in the next Parliament in 2 or 3 years.
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HMD: Torn from Home
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is the day for everyone to remember the millions
of people murdered in the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution, and in the genocides,
which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur. Holocaust Memorial
Day was created on 27 January 2000, when representatives from 46 governments
around the world met in Stockholm to discuss Holocaust education, remembrance
and research. They met from 26-28 January to mark the 55th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp in 1945.
In 2005, the United Nations also adopted 27 January to remember the Holocaust. Ever since then many organisations and councils throughout the world, including the
United Kingdom, have held a commemorative event every year on a different theme
to help remember the Holocaust and other genocides. “Torn from Home” was the
theme for 2019.
This year, we remember the 25th Anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda and the 40 th
anniversary of the end of genocide in Cambodia. We are still remembering the 80 th
anniversary of Kindertransport and on Sunday, 20 January, six Jewish victims of the
holocaust finally found a resting place at the Jewish cemetery in Bushey. One of
them was a child. It was fitting that the 2019 ‘Torn from home’ theme should feature
the experiences of children who suffered.

On Monday 21 January, I attended a moving ceremony at London’s City Hall together with representatives of different religious organisations and borough councils.
Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London, was also present. He read a moving text, titled
‘Homesick’, which was written in 1943, probably by a child, who describes feelings
and conditions at the Terezin concentration transit camp and ghetto near Prague. The
poem, ‘Homesick’ captured the 2019 ‘Torn from Home’ theme perfectly.
The most poignant accounts, however, came from the survivors. Susan Pollack
MBE, recounted her experiences as a child in Hungary being wrenched from home
and taken, as part of a ‘Resettlement programme’ to Auschwitz, where 50 members
of her family perished. Young Susan was selected by Dr Josef Mengele for his human experiments. She went to Bergen-Belsen camp, which British troops liberated
on 15 April 1945. They found her naked, starving and “dehumanized” and took her
to Sweden to recover, then to Canada, where she met her husband and married. She
was only 18. She was grateful because she had been ‘granted life’, but added
“antisemitism still exists, I’ll never forget”. She now lives in England. She has spent
the past 30 years trying to eliminate antisemitism, which she says “has been going on
for centuries”.
Sokphal Din, survivor of the Genocide in Cambodia, also shared his experience of
life, as a child, before 1975 and after the arrival of the Khmer Rouge and the brutal
Pol Pot regime, who tried to create a Cambodian ‘master race’ between 1975 and
8
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1979. It led to the death of over two million people, from starvation, disease and
overwork or they were executed as enemies of the state. Sokhpal’s testimony was
very moving. He became quite emotional as he was re-living his experiences.
There were powerful reflections from two girls from Ilford Ursuline Academy, who
participated in the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ Project. They brought us up to date by
referring to the plight of the Rohingya people in Myanmar. A group of children from
different London school shared reading the Statement of Commitment. There were
some excellent pieces of music performed on violin and accordion reminiscent of
Yiddish themes.
In his address, Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, reminded us that today the Jewish community celebrates Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of trees. He wondered, after all the
atrocities people suffered, whether we could ever replant loving-kindness, hope and
trust in life. The testimonies we heard clearly indicated that it was possible.
N.B. The internationally recognized date for Holocaust Remembrance Day corresponds to
the 27th day of Nisan on the Hebrew calendar. It marks the anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising. In Hebrew, Holocaust Remembrance Day is called Yom Hashoah. When
the actual date of Yom Hashoah falls on a Friday, the state of Israel observes it on the
preceding Thursday. When it falls on a Sunday, it is observed on the following Monday.
In 2019, Yom Hashoah falls on Thursday 2nd May.

Haringey HMD Event
The Haringey's Holocaust Memorial Event was a truly interfaith event, with input
from Jewish, Rwandan and Bosnian speakers, each contribution troubling, informative and moving. Their words were interspersed with poems written about other
holocausts and read by the Mayor, other local officials, or members of the multifaith committee. The afternoon had started with two songs sung by the Vox Haringey Youth Choir, and the afternoon ended with a cello solo of Ernest Bloch's
“Prayer” by a young musician. It was so good to see how the event crossed generational boundaries.
Councillor Sheila Peacock, one time Mayoress of Haringey, is its moving force, and
she commented that this year there were more attending than ever. As I expected,
there were many Jewish people present, but it was a Muslim member of the committee who had urged me to attend, and her fellow Muslims were there; I sat next to a
Christian couple from a local Catholic parish, and, on my other side, was a local
Christian, who told me she makes it her habit every year to attend the Haringey
Event.
I found the hour completely moving, both because of what I was hearing, but also
because of the evidence of the genuine collaboration and mutual-acceptance of the
members of this multi-faith committee.
Sr Elizabeth
9
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Anti-Semitism in Football
Sport, a metaphor for life, reflects society; at its best and worst. As spectators let
their hair down and release their emotions, we discover what there is within their
hearts. Some of it ugly.
December last year saw Chelsea face a partial closure of Stamford Bridge in the Europa League after anti-Semitic chanting by fans.
The outpouring of bile from the terraces in Budapest was recognised with a shrug
by teammates from the Jewish amateur club, Brady Maccabi FC. Abuse has become
so bad in the London Sunday leagues that they have been forced to call in police.
There is a growing wave of anti-Jewish abuse in the grass roots of the beautiful
game.
“It’s been shocking – we have been right on the receiving end of the far right revival,” says chairman Joel Nathan, who looks after 23 teams, with players aged eight to
80. “Sunday football is meant to be an enjoyable experience, yet now there is always a risk.” Teammates, whose great-grandparents took part in the Battle of Cable
Street to halt Sir Oswald Mosley’s goose-stepping Blackshirts in 1936, suffered
their lowest point after an under-16s match. One of the players got home from
school one day to find a member of the opposition had called him “Jew boy”, “gay
Jew” and “Nazi victim” in social media posts.

References to the team “taking a gas shower” had also been written on Instagram in
a private chat group. Anti-Semitism, as far as the club is concerned, is as bad in the
grassroots game as it has been for at least 20 years. Nathan added: “We used to get
the odd comment when I was in my 20s playing non-Jewish sides, but, two decades
on, it’s come back again. It’s as bad, if not worse. The habits have been passed on to
younger kids. Those below the ages of 14 might not know what they are saying, but,
anything older, you have to say there is a real problem there.” His assessment is
supported by the statistics. In 2017/18, the anti-discrimination charity, Kick It Out,
revealed that 52 attacks – ten per cent of all reports to the organisation – related to
anti-Semitism. Overall, reports of discriminatory abuse within football were up 11
per cent last season, the sixth successive annual rise. While attacks on Raheem Sterling, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang and chants on the terraces of Premier League
clubs gain most attention, campaigners say the most insidious abuse can often be
found further down football’s pyramid. Anti-Semitism is alive and kicking in Sunday league football.
Nathan, meanwhile, believes the authorities need to show more leadership to ward
off a potential crisis in the sport. “The education of the Holocaust and everything
the Jewish people went through seems to have been lost. Education is key to sorting
this out. It’s for the FA to deal with it and make sure they deal with it in the strongest sanctions.” Although there are around 100 amateur Jewish clubs across the UK,
with dozens of teams in London alone, the strong presence is not reflected in the
10
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professional game. Despite many Jewish chairmen and owners in the Premier
League, Joe Jacobson, of Wycombe Wanderers, believes he is one of fewer than ten
Jewish players in the top four divisions.
In 2016, The Jewish Chronicle estimated that only around five per cent of the
crowd at Tottenham Hotspur are actually Jewish, yet Tottenham’s long association
with the local Jewish community has seen their fans and players fall victim to regular abuse. A row has also lingered for years at Spurs over fans adopting the term
‘yid’ in a bid to neutralise the derogatory term.
The comedian David Baddiel and his brother, Ivor – both Chelsea supporters –
launched a campaign to encourage Tottenham fans to stop using the phrase, and a
year later, the Society of Black Lawyers threatened to report the club to the police if
it failed to crack down on the chants.
In 2013, the Metropolitan Police told Tottenham fans using ‘yid’ in chants that they
could face arrest. Although this was reversed six months later after pressure from
the Tottenham Hotspur Supporters’ Trust. It is still an offence, however, for opposition fans to use the term in a malicious way, and many clubs have committed to imposing lifetime stadium bans on offenders. Chelsea, meanwhile, had been
desperately working with Kick It Out to eradicate anti-Semitism. The club’s owner,
Roman Abramovich, who is Jewish, has been at the forefront of an initiative to send
racist supporters on trips to the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz instead of imposing banning orders. Maybe clubs should be doing their bit, too. Working with
the communities is always important, but perhaps clubs should think more about including Jewish people as part of their plans. There is perhaps a stereotype of Jewish
people not wanting to go into playing football because parents want them to secure
more reliable jobs. That is the long-term challenge, but today we need to see the
governing bodies really stamping down on terrace abuse. Clearly, something is not
working.
JP2F4S and its ‘Aim High for All’ virtues programme is doing its bit. From the life
and statements of St John Paul II we have identified eight values drawn from the
Beatitudes. These JP2F4S Values are integrity, dignity, humility, justice, truth, forgiveness, tolerance and service. They transcend and thus include the British values
of individual liberty, rule of law, toleration and democracy. In our programme,
young people discover that virtues make values visible. Integrity, justice, tolerance
and service are Ubuntu: great for those who live them and those with whom they
live.
Any form of discrimination in football, including anti-Semitism, can be reported to
Kick It Out via the organisation’s app, e-mail: report@kickitout.org; Freephone:
0800169 9414 or website.
Mgr Vladimir Felzmann
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Pope’s Peace Message
Ever since 1968, when Pope Paul VI delivered the first Day of Peace message on 1st
January, each successive Pope has followed suit. The theme for the 52 nd World day
of Peace message, which Pope Francis issued on New Year’s Day 2019 is: Good
Politics at the service of peace. His message is challenging. Pope F rancis directs
his words to everyone, especially politicians. He starts by quoting Jesus’ words to
his disciples, when he sends them on mission: “Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon
him; but if not, it shall return to you” (Lk 10:5-6). The Pope says that the “house”,
which Jesus speaks of is every family, community, country and continent, in all
their diversity and history; it is each individual person, without distinction or discrimination. But, he adds, it is also our “common home”: the world in which God
has placed us and which we are called to care for and cultivate. He reminds politicians that their role is to be at the service of everyone and warns them of a whole
series of vices, which are detrimental to the common good.
I particularly like the following quote from Vietnamese Cardinal François-Xavier
Nguyễn Vãn Thuận, who died in 2002: He proposed the “Beatitudes of the Politician”:
Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding of his role.
Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies credibility.
Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and not his or her
own interest.
Blessed be the politician who remains consistent.
Blessed be the politician who works for unity.
Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radical change.
Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening.
Blessed be the politician who is without fear.
Pope Francis reminds us that Peace entails a conversion of heart and soul, which is
both interior and communal; and it has three inseparable aspects:
- peace with oneself, rejecting inflexibility, anger and impatience; in the words of
Saint Francis de Sales, showing “a bit of sweetness towards oneself” in order to offer “a bit of sweetness to others”;
- peace with others; family members, friends, strangers, the poor and the suffering,
being unafraid to encounter them and listen to what they have to say;
- peace with all creation; rediscovering the grandeur of God’s gift and our individual and shared responsibility as inhabitants of this world, citizens and builders of the
future.
Read full text at:
https://press.vatican.va/.../theme-of-the-message-for-the-52nd-world-day-of-peace--1-...
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Aiguebelle
In October 2018, I was privileged to go on a very unusual kind of retreat, the latest
of the “Retreats Beyond Dover” organised by Anthony Weaver. Our group (there
were seventeen of us) spent ten days in Viviers in the South of France, based in a
former seminary which was where Charles de Foucauld was ordained, and has since
been named after him. The theme was the Martyrs of Algeria: Blessed Charles and
the nineteen churchpersons killed in the 1990s who were beatified on 8 th December
last year. That is twenty Catholics all of whom, you could say, were murdered by
Muslims out of hatred for the Christian faith (though the circumstances of de Foucauld’s shooting were confused). And you might go on to ask, do we really want to
celebrate that? Isn’t it the kind of thing that fuels hatred between religions? Well it’s
true we need to be careful with telling stories about religious persecution, because
they can indeed fuel very negative attitudes. But the Martyrs of Algeria are not that
kind of story. Their story is overwhelmingly about Christians and Muslims standing
together in solidarity, and seeking to overcome hatred through friendship and forgiveness.
To do justice to the retreat as a whole is simply not possible in a short article, so I am
going to pick out just one day, which we spent at the Trappist Abbey of Aiguebelle.
Aiguebelle was the motherhouse of Tibhirine in the Atlas Mountains, from which
seven monks were abducted in 1996 by Islamist terrorists and subsequently killed:
they are the best known of the recently beatified martyrs, and their story was portrayed with extraordinary sensitivity in the film “Of Gods and Men”. We celebrated
Mass in a small freestanding chapel within the abbey complex, which has been made
into a memorial to the monks of Tibhirine. It’s a longish building, only part of which
is taken up by the sanctuary at the far end, with seating for a small congregation:
seven stools each bearing the name of one of the slain monks, and a few benches behind the stools. The rest of the space is given over to commemorative exhibitions
and artworks. Among the photographs on display, two are of Algerian Muslims, both
(as it happens) named Mohammed, and it was good to see them there, because those
two Mohammeds are an important part of the story.

One photo is quite old, and shows an older man. This Mohammed was a village policeman who intervened in 1959, during the Algerian War of Independence, to protect a young French officer, Christian de Chergé, and as a result was killed himself.
Recognising that Mohammed had saved his life at the sacrifice of his own, Christian
felt himself called to devote his life to the Muslim people of Algeria. He went on to
become Prior of Tibhirine, was one of the martyrs beatified last December, and left
behind a beautifully written Testament affirming the free offering of his life for Algeria, and forgiveness for his killers.
The newer photo shows 21-year-old Mohamed Bouchiki, who’d committed himself
to provide voluntary assistance to the Christian community in thanksgiving for help
given to his family at a time of great need. He knew this could make him a target for
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the terrorists and – like Prior Christian and all the priests and religious who chose to
stay in Algeria despite the dangers – Mohamed Bouchiki also wrote a Testament, in
Arabic. His was short and simple but very clear, asking forgiveness for anything
he’d done wrong, and forgiving anyone who’d done harm to him. In the summer of
1996 the regular driver for Pierre Claverie, Bishop of Oran, was on holiday and
Mohamed agreed to deputise. Late in the evening of 1 st August, he collected the
Bishop from the airport and took him to his residence, but as they crossed the
threshold there was an explosion and they were both instantly killed. We can be
sure they went to heaven together.
The beatification ceremony was held in Oran – the first time it’s ever been done in a
Muslim country – and very much in that spirit of peace, friendship and solidarity
which the martyrs themselves would have wanted. The Archbishop of Algiers contextualised their self-offering by paying tribute also to the many thousands of Algerian Muslim victims of violence during those years, while local Muslim dignitaries
organised a reception at a large city mosque for relatives of the martyrs who had
travelled to Algeria to be present, and expressed their own joy in the occasion.
J. O. Maynard

Faith leaders visit School in Brighton
I received this brief report from the Dialogue Society about a visit to a school in
Brighton on 15 January 2019, where a number of faith leaders were present. It is encouraging to see how much we have progressed in interfaith relations over the
years. We need more of these events and hear about them when they happen.
Fellowship Educational Society and Dialogue Society organised an event in partnership with Patcham High School to promote equalities, diversity and social inclusion
at Patcham High School in Brighton. Head Teacher John Mackkie opened the event
by welcoming Dialogue Society and thanking speakers who joined this special event
including: The Right Reverend Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes; Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah, Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue; Imam Uthman Jeewa, Al Medinah Mosque. Speakers gave presentation about Equalities and Diversity from
their own perspective to year 8 students who had the chance to ask questions. After
the presentations to the panellists, Dialogue Society volunteers distributed about 250
cups of Noah`s Pudding or A shure to students and staff.
Ashure is an authentic and unique dessert widely known in the Middle East, and
made by Christians, Jews and Muslims. It is also called “Noah’s Pudding” because,
according to legend, during the Flood, they were running out of food on the Ark, so
Noah picked up whatever was edible on the boat and mixed it all together in a cauldron. Famine was averted and everyone survived. This special dish serves as a reminder of God’s mercy over humanity through Noah.
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The dish symbolizes sharing and caring. Very different ingredients come together in
one pot and create a harmonious whole. It is not a “melting pot”; rather it is a living
example of how diversity can heighten quality and richness. It is a vivid example of
how different cultures can live together peacefully and in good rapport, and yet preserve their own identities. Noah’s pudding reminds us of our common values: Love,
peace, respect, compassion, modesty, generosity, trust, altruism, inspiration, hope,
integrity. As humankind, we are all on the same boat together regardless of our differences.
The Dialogue Society is a registered charity, established in London in 1999 by British
Muslims of Turkish background with the aim of facilitating dialogue on a whole range of
social issues, regardless of any particular faith or religion. It is not a religious or ethnic
organisation. http://www.dialoguesociety.org

Working locally for the local good!
The Islington Faiths Forum is a local venture, arising out of the ashes of the 9/11
atrocity, to enable local faith communities to collaborate for the good of the whole
borough, and to offer solidarity to one another in times of special need.
Last Wednesday, I had the opportunity to speak of this to a group of 25 student
priests from Allen Hall, and to do so on the premises of a local mosque. It seemed
the appropriate setting to set-out the ways of local cooperation, and to offer it as a
model for good inter-faith practice. The venue arose, in part, as a result of geography and the shortage of time – Muslim Welfare House is seconds away from Finsbury park tube, and St Mellitus is an 8 minute walk either way: “simples”! ask if the
Muslims will host the meeting. And the Parish Priest came to the Muslim Welfare
House.
This was an Enrichment Day for the students: A visit to a Catholic Parish who work
well with their Muslim neighbours.
I started by speaking of the Service of Remembrance in St Mellitus' which we have
always invited local Muslims to come and share with us – and they always have.
Then I told them that as we are all represented on the Faith Forum we cooperate annually in the inter-faith Youth Debate, on the football Peace Tournament, and on the
Peace Assemblies in schools, and on an All-Faiths' Calendar designed by school children around the borough. In addition, we work with the Police on the Safer Neighbourhood Board, and focus on preventing and tackling Hate Crime – of particular
concern to the Muslim communities.
Finsbury Park Mosque was in the early years of this century only associated with the
name Abu Hamsa, the rebellious cleric, but since his departure, it has been turned
around by subsequent leaders, and in particular by its present director. These days it
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holds community awards for its outreach, and its benefit to all within its compass.
All will remember the attack on late-night worshippers during Ramadan in 2017 – at
the Welfare House; people may also recall that the local faith-communities made the
national news because of their instant response and their continued solidarity with
the whole Muslim population of Finsbury Park. Because of this solidarity, there is
now no bitterness, only gratitude and appreciation for good neighbours. Lastly, I recalled the breaking of the Fast (Iftar), a few days after the attack: it was a Street Iftar
– stretching the full length of St Thomas' road, and all who came (and many of all
and no faith did) were given Muslim hospitality – and it happened again in 2018.
Sr Elizabeth

Celebrating World Interfaith Harmony Week
The week began with a civic service at Southwark cathedral for the Boroughs of
Southwark and Lambeth the themes being Together in health, youth and faith. Amir
Eden, Chair of Living Bankside gave an inspiring address about the interfaith work
around the terrorist atrocities in Southwark. The youth speakers, Police cadets and
Fire Cadets were all most impressive and Steve Chalke spoke on “Who are you? Why
are you here?” I particularly enjoyed learning a South African song Te Dumela and
we raised the roof in “Amazing Grace”. The Bishop of Southwark led the Act of
Commitment.
The next day, I was at committee room 19 of the House of Commons for “Building
Bridges Through Interfaith Dialogue” chaired by Toaha Qureshi MBE, Chairman, Forum for International Relations Development (FIRD) and Chairman, Ash-Shahada
Housing Association (ASHA) with Dr David Dangoor DL – Chair, Lord Lieutenant
of Greater London’s Council of Faith, The Lord Hylton – Founder and Trustee, The
Ammerdown Centre, MPs, Mark Fox – President, West London Synagogue, Dr Marcus Braybrooke – President, World Congress of Faiths and Lt. Col. Arnel David –
Chief of Staff, Army Future Studies Group, US Armed Forces. A wide range of subjects was covered but I was particularly struck by a young speaker who spoke of the
decline of faith in under 30s.
Bushra Nasir, CBE, the first Muslim woman head teacher, followed this by speaking
of the decline in religious education classes. Religious education is no longer a GCSE
subject. In conversation with her later she spoke of the lack of parental involvement
in supporting schools and children. I spoke about the need to defend faith schools together and the importance of teaching about right and wrong. How is that a young
person can think it OK to take a knife in order to attach somebody? Have we not lost
fundamental values about the right to life?
The next morning, I enjoyed the breakfast at Streatham Drop-in for asylum seekers
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and migrants, which is a lovely facility next to English Martyrs church. Again, the
conversation turned to education! In the evening, I went to Farm street church hall
for a Faith matters meeting about violent crime and what we can do about it. Barry
and Margaret Mizen spoke movingly of the death of their son Jimmy and the wonderful work they have been doing in schools and prisons. Fr Michael Holman SJ
gave us a wider perspective about the cuts to youth services and schools. The arts
and sport, work experience, counselling and mentoring have all been cut in many
schools. The universal credit system has left many in poverty. 8% of violent crime is
committed by 10 to 14 year olds. Social media gives out mixed messages about
drugs and violence. Barry underlined the importance of dealing with behaviour at
primary school. Bullies tend to be those wanting attention and love. Add to this split
families, absent fathers and overcrowded housing.
However, the Jimmy Mizen foundation send out a powerful message about forgiveness, peace and hope and it is important to hold this in our minds. Bishop Richard Harries made the point at his St Paul’s cathedral talk that his generation wanted
to make the world better but the younger generation now needed to stop the world
getting worse. There is hope but we need to build community and as Margaret said,
we need the young people themselves to call an end to violence.
John Woodhouse
Westminster cathedral interfaith group

Glimpses of a Holy City (5)
Better memories than mine would probably recall one or two more places we visited
that day. But there is enough here to illustrate a point I want to make. The pilgrimage
on that particular Sunday was not so much a ‘model’ as a ‘marker’, in a sense a
‘gauge’, for future Southall pilgrimages. On that 4th May enthusiasm ruled our hearts.
There is nothing wrong with this: Interfaith relations in Southall needed that boost.
And lessons were learnt, which were to be most helpful to me regarding the organization of the subsequent visits I had to arrange for those many students who asked
me to be their ‘guide’.
I suppose one of the main lessons was that, within the larger community, the dimension of dialogue, whether it be between people of different religious traditions, races
or cultures, is greatly magnified when groups meet groups. The interfaith cause, for
example, should not be seen as the mere idiosyncracy of a single individual, no matter how visionary. Also on that day, many personal contacts were established, walls
of ignorance and suspicion started to crumble, the opportunity to start building bridges of friendship was eagerly grasped. That was a promising beginning, followed by
further and continuing effort, to maintain and develop the dialogue.
I am conscious of the fact that few pilgrims will have had my good fortune to live in
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Southall for more than twenty years. Consequently, few will have had the opportunity of dropping in, on a whim, at a place of worship of another tradition, and there
have the opportunity to pray, meditate, chat with the devotees, join in the celebration
of a festival, enjoy the table being played, listen to a discourse on the Gita or meet a
venerated babaji or maharani. On the other hand, that first formal pilgrimage had also shown that there is only so much, which can be achieved in a day in terms of visits. (In his introduction, Daniel then describes four routes he designed to be walked
easily in one day and goes on to explain the entries in the book and concludes with
the following words.)
In the process of researching this book, the gain for me has been enormous. I have
made new acquaintances who have helped me to enlarge my vision of this Holy City.
I have made new friends and renewed old friendships with people of many traditions. I have had dispelled some of the ignorance that I have carried, like a baggage
of suspicion, through my life, both as a Roman Catholic Christian and as an interfaith man, and I have come across gurus, sants, mystics and reformers whose lives I
knew nothing about and of whose remarkable contribution to religion and spirituality
I was previously unaware.

A sense of family
Two of the best local interfaith events I have attended recently took place towards
the end of 2018. One was organised by Yousif Al-Khoei to honour the incoming and
outgoing interfaith advisors for the Archbishop of Canterbury. The other was organised by Faiths Forum for London to meet and welcome the new Bishop of London,
Rt. Rev had Sarah Mulhally.
The first event took place at the Al-Khoei Foundation on Tuesday 20 November.
There was a great turnout of local interfaith practitioners who represented most
faiths present in London. They came to thank and say good-bye to Rev had Mark
Poulson, whose term of office was coming to an end and to welcome Rev’d Dr
Richard Sudworth from Birmingham to his new post as the new interfaith advisor
for the Archbishop.
Nearly everyone who came had the opportunity to share some thoughts and experiences about Mark and Richard. If we did not know them before, we certainly learnt
a lot about them by the end of the evening.
I knew Mark before he became the Archbishop’s interfaith advisor. We met in 2011,
when I was organizing the annual multi-faith pilgrimage for peace in Southall. We
were hoping to visit St John’s church, where he was vicar. The church backs on to
the house where Br Daniel Faivre lived for many years. Mark knew Daniel well and
was grateful for everything Daniel did to foster interreligious dialogue in the area.
On the day of the pilgrimage, we did not visit the Church but gathered in the car
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park, where Mark greeted us and we shared prayers for peace. Since then, we have
been in touch and regularly met at interfaith gatherings around London and especially in Southall, usually for events connected to Br Daniel’s life and ministry.
At first, I did not think I knew Richard Sudworth but after chatting with him over
refreshments, I realised we had met before briefly at an interfaith meeting somewhere, maybe even in Birmingham, where he was Parish Priest in Sparkbrook and
was involved in interfaith relations. Richard comes highly qualified for the post. He
holds a PH.D in Christian Muslim Relations and has written several books on interfaith relations. We look forward to working with him.
The other meeting was held at St Michael’s Paternoster Royal on Tuesday 18 December to greet and meet Rt. Rev would Sarah Mulhally, the new Bishop of London. There were representatives from all the nine major faiths present, which was
great because I had not seen some of them for a long time. It was an opportunity to
catch up. We sat around a large table and discussed a wide range of issues with the
new bishop, in a less formal friendly manner, including the possible effects of Brexit – deal or no deal.
What struck me about both meetings was the level of commitment we all had towards the common good and the harmony between people of faiths. We were all
singing from the ‘same hymn sheet’. Perhaps the most important feature was the
sense of family that existed. We were no longer a bunch of individuals, from different faiths, who met periodically to discuss matters of common interest, but we were
brothers and sisters, who loved and respected one another deeply. That sense of
unity and love was tangible. One could say that there was a divine presence in our
midst.
Thank you Yousif Al-Khoei and Mustafa Field for organizing these very fruitful and
inspiring events, which will go a long way to further interreligious dialogue, encounter and cooperation and help create a more harmonious and peaceful society.

National Inter Faith Week
National Interfaith Week in 2018 was one day longer than usual. Officially, it took
place from 11-18 November. As it was the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First
World War, it was important to include Remembrance Sunday, because all faiths
were involved in the ‘Great War’. However, for many, interfaith activities connected to Inter Faith Week started long before 11 November and went on till well after
18 November, partly because, during that time, there were many religious festivals,
and partly because so many activities take place during Inter Faith Week, that now
they have had to spill out before and after the Week.
My Inter Faith Week activities started the week before with Diwali celebrations,
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which I wrote about briefly in the last issue. On Saturday 10 November, I attended
the annual interfaith Shabbat Service at Muswell Hill Synagogue, which is always
a joyful and engaging occasion, followed by a wonderful Kiddush, during which
one can meet other faith representatives and members of the local community. I
was delighted to see Fr Mark Anwyll, from Our Lady of Muswell, who was able to
attend the whole service this year.
On Tuesday 13 November, I was at the House of Commons attending a seminar on
Faith and Politics. This year, Parliament Week coincided with Inter Faith Week.
Rt. Hon. Stephen Timms MP welcomed everybody and opened an interesting debate on a wide variety of topical issues. It was an excellent occasion to listen to the
views of politicians from different faiths as well as from faith leaders and representatives of different faith organisations.
That evening, Dr Lais, who I have known for many years, kindly invited me to a
meeting and dinner at East London Mosque. It was a privilege to be there as a
guest at the annual Da’wah meeting – probably the equivalent to our Agency for
Evangelisation meeting. They were emphasizing how important it was for every
Muslim to be a ‘missionary disciple’ and share their faith with others. They were
encouraging participants to purchase Qurans and courses on Islam to teach others
about their faith. An Imam reminded everybody that the fate of each person is in
Allah's hands. It is not the responsibility or right of individual Muslims to attempt
to "convert" others to the faith. The goal of da'wah is merely to share information,
to invite others towards a better understanding of the faith. It is, of course, up to
the listener to make his or her own choice. As probably the only Christian present,
it was interesting that I could also say that one of our aims is to raise awareness
about the beliefs and practices of the Islamic faith.
Thursday, it was back to the Commons for a moving tribute to Swami Vivekananda, celebrating 125th Anniversary of his historic address to the First World Parliament of Religions. Saturday, I spent a pleasant evening with Brahma Kumaris at
Global Cooperation House, sharing reflections on the Character of Love from various religious traditions. On Sunday 18 November, it was Mitzvah Day as well as
the ‘Day of the Poor’. Jewish Volunteer Network (JVN) and Caritas Westminster
cooperated in charity activities with various schools. JVN also worked closely
with Muslim Aid, as they prepared 2,500 bowls of chicken soup for the homeless
in East London and so much more – a wonderful way to end Inter Faith Week officially. Activities then spilled over into the following week with celebrations for
Guru Nanak’s Birth Anniversary, a number of Interfaith Peace Conferences and
the annual Torah Scrolls Commemorative Service at Westminster Synagogue the
following Saturday.
* Da'wah is an Arabic word, which has the literal meaning of "issuing a summons," or
"making an invitation."
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Correspondence
Dear Jon – Many thanks for this. I have just
spent 1 ½ hours reading it! I will share it with
my community. Several of us have lived in Ealing. I got to know Bro. Daniel about 1991/2
and found the meetings in his house - and with
Michael Barnes SJ later- inspiring and most
helpful in my work in the Ealing Borough
schools. So it was through Westminster Interfaith that I met Sr. Elizabeth. If you get an opportunity , and remember, please pass on my
greetings and congratulations to her. She lived
in Ealing some of the time I was there and we
were on several Peace Pilgrimages.
I managed to attended the ACN UK Westminster Event in October. I found the further information about Pakistan in this newsletter very
helpful for a fuller understanding of the widespread attacks by fanatics.
God bless you – and all you do for peace and
understanding. I wish you a holy Advent and
every blessing for Christmas and 2019.
Sr. Mary Joanna O.P.
*****
Dear Jon, Thank you for sending me the Westminster Interfaith Newsletter, and congratulations on bringing out another issue. This is the
last one that I shall receive in Jerusalem. On 16
December I shall be leaving the Holy Land and
taking up residence in Liverpool. I shall be
very pleased to continue to receive the printed
Newsletter and will send you a subscription in
the New Year.
With best wishes for a Blessed Advent
+ Michael
Michael Louis Fitzgerald

Christian-Muslim Women’s
Prayer Event

Dear Jon,
Thank you for the latest interfaith newsletter
which is packed with events as usual.
By chance we have just had our first meeting
to arrange next year`s Marian event and I`d
like you to include the following in your next
newsletter if you will.

The annual joint Christian-Muslim Women`s event to pray for peace takes place in
June, 2019 in Newcastle=Upon-Tyne.
This annual event attracts women of all faiths
and none. All women and children are welcome. There is a short service followed by refreshments at a local Catholic church.
You will find details of previous events on the
diocesan website: www.rcdhn.org.uk and click
on interreligious under departments.
This year`s event is at 2.30 on Saturday, June
29th at the ruined chapel of Our Lady, Jesmond Dene, at the bottom of Reid Park Road
off Osborne Road, NE2. Do not Google the
address or use a sat.nav as they`ll take you to
the wrong place.
For all information contact Veronica Whitty
T: 0191 263 0920/07729730281. Limited free
accommodation is available if you are coming
a long distance.
Veronica Whitty
veronicawhitty@hotmail.com

A Date for your Diary
34th Annual Multi-Faith Pilgrimage for Peace and Friendship
Saturday, 8th June 2019
In Borough of Merton
More Details and Booking Form in the Next Issue
Watch this Space
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Contacts, Courses and Events
It is not possible to advertise all the courses
and events nor all the organizations offering
training and events. Most events are free.
Some ask for donations towards expenses. For
practical and security reasons, it is best to
register in advance online. Please contact
them directly or check their website. Thank
you.

Christian Muslim Marriage Support
Group
Contact Rosalind or Heather confidentially
through the inter faith marriage website:
www.interfaithmarriage.org.uk;
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/185782491456844/

Inter Faith Network UK

Westminster Cathedral Interfaith Group
Meets 3rd Wednesday of the month 4-5pm
in Hinsley Room, Morpeth Terrace, SW1P
1QN
From Westminster Cathedral Piazza, walk
to your right past St Paul’s bookshop and
the school to a fenced garden between the
playing fields.
Contact John Woodhouse 0790 8888 586
(by text) or Email:
woodhousesopten@btinternet.com

2 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W 0DH
Tel: +44 (0)20 7730 0410
Email: ifnet@interfaith.org.uk
Web: https://www.interfaith.org.uk;

The Ammerdown Conference & Retreat
Centre
Ammerdown Park, Radstock, Bath, Somerset
BA3 5SWT: T: 01761 433709

E: info@ammerdown.org;
centre@ammerdown.org;

View Ammerdown Courses 2019 programme
online at: www.ammerdown.org/courses
Please book via the website or phone. For free
paper copy of the programme ring or email
centre@ammerdown.org

St Ethelburga’s Centre
78 Bishopsgate, London EC2N 4AG;
T: 020 7496 1610
Web: www.stethelburgas.org;
E: tent@stethelburgas.org
See events page on their website

Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter
34 Chepstow Villas, W11 2QZ
Tel: 020 7727 3597 / 020 7313 8286
E: sioncentrefordialogue@gmail.com;
Web: www.sioncentre.org;
London Interfaith Centre
125 Salusbury Rd London NW6 6RG
http://londoninterfaith.org.uk/ Enquiries to
info@londoninterfaith.org.uk
Central London Inter Faith Meetup
Westminster Quaker Meeting House,
52 St Martins Lane WC2 N 4EA
Every Friday from 6.50pm website: https://
www.meetup.com/Central-London-InterFaith-Meetup
Drop In Silence, 5.30-7pm Details:
DropInSilence.org;
Marylebone Scriptural Reasoning
Contact: marylebonesr@gmail.com;

Pax Christi
St Joseph's, Watford Way,
London NW4 4TY
Pat Gaffney, T: 0208 203 4884
E: info@paxchristi.org.uk
www.paxchristi.org.uk;
South London Inter Faith Group
Contact:
secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk
12.30pm Lunch meeting on last Thursday of the month at Streatham Friends
Meeting House, Redlands Way, Roupell
Park Estate, Brixton Hill, SW2 3LU
North London Interfaith Group
Meets monthly to discuss questions in the
news about faith, festivities and practices
of other faiths.
Contact: Sr Elizabeth: 020 7272 8048;
E: eodonohoe@btinternet.com;
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The Faith and Belief Forum
(formerly 3 Faiths Forum)
Contact Director, Phil Champain,
3FF, Star House, 104 Grafton Road,
London NW5 4BA T: 020 7482 9549
E: info@faithbeliefforum.org
Web: https://faithbeliefforum.org

Gandhi Foundation
Contact: William Rhind,
william@gandhifoundation.org;
Website: www.gandhifoundation.org
The Islamic College
133 High Road, London NW10 2SW
+44 (0) 20 8451 9993
info@islamic-college.ac.uk

London Peace Pagoda Battersea Park
Contact: Rev. G. Nagase
Tel: 020 7228 9620 Email:
londonpeacepagoda@outlook.com

Woolf Institute
Wesley House, Jesus Lane,
Cambridge CB5 8BJ
T:01223 741038
www.woolf.camb.ac.uk

Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist Temple
Brickhill St, Willen Lake, Milton Keynes
MK15 0BG
T: 01908 663 652;
E: mkpeacepagoda@gmail.com

Kensington Council of Churches
Contact:
Chris Luxton, chrislfriends@aol.com;
Hounslow Friends of Faith
www.hounslowfriendsoffaith.org
Welwyn Hatfield Inter Faith Group
c/o Paul Gateshill, 2 Kingsley Court, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 4HZ T:
01707 695351 E: paulghill@hotmail.com;
Web: www.whifgroup.co.uk;
Grassroots - Luton Council of Faiths
47 High Town Road,
Luton, Beds, LU2 0BW
T: 01582 416946
admingrassroots@btconnect.com

Christians Aware
2 Saxby Street, Leicester LE2 0ND
T: 0116 254 0770
Amanda@christiansaware.co.uk
www.christiansaware.co.uk
Multi-Faith Centre (MFC)
University of Derby
T:01332 591285; E: mfc@derby.ac.uk
Scarboro Missions
Interfaith Dept.
2685 Kingston Rd,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M1M 1M4 T:
416-261-7135 ext. 296
www.scarboromissions.ca
Brahma Kumaris
Global Co-operation House,
65-69 Pound Lane, London NW10 2HH
Westminster Synagogue
and Scrolls Museum
Kent House, Rutland Gardens,
London SW7 1BX
T:020 7584 3953
secretary@westminstersynagogue.org;
W: www.westminstersynagogue.org
Wolverhampton Interfaith
T: 01902 427 601
E: admin@ifwton.org.uk;
For up-to-date details, check website:
http://ifwton.org.uk/diary.html

St Martin-in-the-Fields
Trafalgar Square London
www.smitf.org

Scarboro Missions
https://www.scarboromissions.ca/goldenrule/educational-resources

InterFaith MK (Milton Keynes)
3 Ayr Way, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK3
7SJ Contact: David Rennie 01908 366280
E: interfaithmk@gmail.com
Website: www.interfaithmk.org.uk
Ham Faithful Friends
Contact: Diana Mills
dianamills@phonecoop.coop
Benedictine Institute
info@benedictine-institute.org

WC2N 4JJ
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Calendar of Religious Festivals:
6 March

ASH WEDNESDAY Christian (Western Churches) The first day of Lent
when Christians remember the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness. In
many churches, services are held where the worshipper’s forehead is marked
with a cross of ash.
6 March to LENT Christian (Western Churches) A period of 40 days leading up to East20 April er—a time of fasting and discipline. Christians give up something during this
time to mark the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness.
11 March

FIRST DAY OF LENT / THE GREAT FAST Christian (Orthodox) begins
a period of abstinence from meat, fish and dairy products until Easter. Eastern
Churches start Lent on the Monday before the first Sunday of Lent.

11-20
March
8-17 July
Kadmi
7-16
August
Shenshai
17 March

FRAVARDIGAN / MUKTAD Zoroastrian (Iranian) Festival of fravashis,
popularly known as Muktad (All Souls) begins ten days before NoRuz and is
last festival of the year. The Zoroastrian day commences at sunrise and not
midnight, and so during sunrise on the first day of the festival the immortal
souls, together with their fravashis (the guardian spirits of departed ancestors,
artistically depicted as half man/half bird), are welcomed by name by the Zoroastrian Mobeds or Magi (priests).

19 March

ST JOSEPH’S DAY Christian Together with Mar y, J oseph was r esponsible for Jesus’ upbringing.

20 March

SHUNBUN NO HI Japanese Shunbun no Hi is the holiday celebrating the
spring equinox. It is part of a seven-day period of festival called HARO NO
HIGAN (18-24 March). As at the autumn equinox, harmony and balance are
the themes, sutras are recited, and the graves of relatives are visited.

20 March

SPRING EQUINOX (Ostar a) Pagan VERNAL EQUINOX Druid Night
and day are equal. The Sun grows in power and the land begins to bloom. The
God (the Green Man) awakens during this season. Some dedicate this time to
Eostre, the Goddess of fertility.

21 March

NAW-RUZ Baha’i New Year’s Day and the end of the 19 day fast that ends
the old year.

21 March

JAMSHEDI NORUZ Zoroastrian (Iranian) New Year ’s Day in the Iranian
Fasli calendar. It is a family day and eggs and evergreens figure as symbols of
life, continuity and eternity.

21 March

PURIM - FESTIVAL OF LOTS Jewish celebrates the saving of the Jewish
community of Persia, retold in the Book of Esther (the Megillah) and read
twice in the synagogue. The name of Haman is drowned out with rattles and
hooters by the congregation whenever it is read. Hamantashen (cakes filled
with poppy seeds, literally ‘Haman’s pockets’) are made and eaten at this time.

21 March

HOLI Hindu A spr ing festival lasting one to five days. Bonfir es ar e lit and
revellers throw coloured powders and dyes over each other. This is linked with
Krishna and his antics with the milkmaids.

ST PATRICK’S DAY National Patr on saint of Ir eland, who lived in Br itain in the 4th century CE. His symbol is the shamrock, which is worn today.
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21-22
March

HOLA MAHALLA/MOHALLA Sik h Intr oduced by tenth Sikh Gur u,
Guru Gobind Singh in 1680 as an alternative to the Hindu feast of Holi.

11 March

MOTHERING SUNDAY (Simnel Sunday) Christian Mid-Lent Sunday (4th
in Lent), now known as Mothers’ Day, because Christians revisited their
‘mother church’ and took gifts to their mothers, which included a simnel cake.

21 March

MAGHA PUJA Buddhist commemor ates two occasions when Buddha
taught his followers the Four Noble Truths and the principles of the Dhamma.

24 March

AVA MAH PARAB (ABAN JASHAN) Zoroastrian (Shenshai - Parsi) Ava is
short for Aredvi Sura Anahita, protector of the waters, associated with fertility.

25 March

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD/LADY DAY Christian (A nglican,
Roman Catholic and Orthodox) celebrates the angel Gabriel announcing to
Mary that, through the Holy Spirit, she is to bear a child, Jesus, the Son of God.

26 March

KHORDAD SAL Z oroastrian (Iranian) 22 August Zoroastrian (Shenshai)
The Birthday of Zarathushtra is an important Zoroastrian celebration. It falls on
the sixth day following NoRuz. Visit to the Fire Temple is customary to give
thanks to Ahura Mazda, the Persian name for the one God, for giving humanity
the ideal gift of the Prophet Zarathushtra.

31 March

MOTHERING SUNDAY Christian 4th Sunday in Lent is now mor e popularly known as Mothers’ Day. Traditionally Christians visited their ‘mother
church’ and took gifts to their mothers, which included a simnel cake.

3 April

THE PROPHET’S NIGHT JOURNEY AND ASCENT INTO HEAVEN /
LAILAT UL ISRA WA-L-MIRAJ (27th Rajab) Muslim celebrates the journey
of the Prophet Muhammad from Makkah to Jerusalem, through the heavens to
the presence of God, all in one night.

5 April

FESTIVAL OF PURE BRIGHTNESS / TOMB SWEEPING DAY/
QINGMINGJIE/CH’ING MING Chinese Family gr aves ar e visited and
cleaned.

8 April

HANAMATSURI (Japanese Buddhist) Bir thday of the Buddha, fixed by
Mahayana Buddhists in 565 BCE. It is also celebrated by Pure Land Buddhists.

13-15 April SONGKRAN Buddhist New Year ’s Day festival in Thailand, where jugs of
water are thrown as a symbol of washing away all that is evil.
14 April

VAISAKHI/BAISAKHI Sikh Sikh New Year . In 1699, on Vaisakhi, the
tenth Guru, Gobind Singh, founded the Order of the Khalsa. Five men were prepared to offer their lives when he asked for volunteers

14 April

RAMA NAVAMI Hindu impor tant festival which celebr ates the Bir thday
of Rama, seventh avatar of Vishnu.

14 April

PALM SUNDAY Christian (W estern Churches) (Orthodox date: 24 A pril)
Christians remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where later he
would be arrested and crucified. Many churches hold processions.

14-20 April HOLY WEEK Christian (W estern Churches) Most solemn week of Chr istian year which recalls the events of the final week of the earthly life of Jesus.
17 April MAHAVIRA JAYANTI Jain Bir thday of Mahavir a, the last T irthankara,
or great teacher and model for the Jains.
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18 April MAUNDY THURSDAY Christian (W estern Churches) Chr istians r emember
the Last Supper, at which Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and blessed bread
and wine and commanded his disciples to remember him whenever they did this.
19 April GOOD FRIDAY Christian (W estern Churches) commemor ates the cr ucifixion of Jesus. Although essentially a sombre day, it is called ‘Good’ since, for
Christians, it is the ultimate example of God’s sacrifice when Jesus gave up his
life for the world.
19 April HANUMAN JAYANTI Hindu r ecalls the bir th of Lor d Rama’s supreme devotee, the monkey-headed Hanuman, whose feats figure in the Ramayana epic.
20 April HOLY SATURDAY Christian On this Vigil of Easter , special ser vices ar e
held involving lighting the paschal Candle and the renewal of baptismal vows.
20-21 THE NIGHT OF FORGIVENESS/LAILAT-UL-BARA’AH (14th Sha’ban)
April Muslim BIRTHDAY of 12th IMAM, Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Mahdi (Shi‘a) On
14th Sha’ban, 8th month of the Muslim year, 2 weeks before Ramadan, Muslims
seek forgiveness for their sins and spend the night in prayer.
20-27 PASSOVER/PESACH Jewish commemor ates the liber ation of the Childr en
April of Israel and their Exodus from slavery in Egypt. The highlight is the Seder meal,
when the story of their deliverance is recounted. Matzah, (unleavened bread) is
eaten throughout the festival, as are other foods that contain no leaven (yeast).
21 April EASTER DAY Christian (W estern Churches) Most impor tant festival of the
year, when Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
21 April-2 RIDVAN Baha’i Baha’u’llah declared himself the Promised One prophesied by
May
the Bab. Baha’is elect their local, national and international governing bodies.
22 April ADAR MAH PARAB Zoroastrian (Shenshai—Parsi) celebrates the birthday of
fire. Zoroastrians visit the fire temple to give thanks for its warmth and light.
23April ST GEORGE’S DAY National St Geor ge is the patr on of England.
28 April PASCHA / EASTER Christian (Orthodox) (Rastafarian) See 21 April.
1 May BELTAINE W iccan/Pagan/ Druid The wheel of the year continues to tur n
and spring gives way to summer. Many pagans celebrate Beltaine by lighting fires
and leaping over them, and/or with maypole dances, symbolizing the mystery of
the Sacred Marriage of Goddess and God.
2 May
6 May
to
4 June
9 May
12-18
May

YOM HA-SHOAH (Holocaust Day) Jewish Day to r emember the 6 million
Jewish victims of the Nazi holocaust. Closest date to Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
RAMADAN M uslim Muslims fast fr om dawn to sunset. Fasting (sawn) is one
of the 5 pillars of Islam. It is the holiest month of the year. Muslims dedicate
themselves to spiritual renewal, prayer and devotional reading of the Qur’an. The
fast is traditionally broken each evening by taking dates and water. During this
month, the Prophet (pbuh) received the first verses of the Qur’an.
YOM HA’ATZMA’UT Jewish Isr aeli Independence Day (1948)
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK Christian Initiated in 1945, it is devoted to fundraising by members of various churches to help the needy throughout the world,
regardless of religion or race, to improve their own lives and tackle the causes of
poverty and injustice.
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19 May VESAKHA PUJA / WESAK / BUDDHA DAY Buddhist Ther avadin Buddhists
celebrate the birth, the enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree and the final passing away
of Gautama Buddha. Mahayanist Buddhists have separate days for each of these events
but on Buddha Day they celebrate both the birth and the enlightenment of the Buddha.
They also celebrate his enlightenment on Bodhi Day in December.
20 May LAG B’OMER Jewish The Omer is a per iod of 49 days fr om Pesach to Shavuot. It
is a time of sadness, relieved on the 33rd day, which recalls the end of a plague in Roman times. Many weddings take place, which are not permitted on the other days.
24 May ZARATOSHT NO DISO Zoroastrian (Shenshai; Parsi) 26 December Zoroastrian
(Iranian) Death anniversary of the Prophet Zarathushtra.
24 May DECLARATION OF THE BAB Baha’i The Bab heralded the arrival of Baha’ullah
and was co-founder of the Baha’i faith.
29 May ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASCENSION OF BAHA’U’LLAH Baha’i commemorates the death of Baha’u’llah in 1892. His shrine is the holiest place on earth for Baha’is and is the focus towards which all Baha’is face when praying.
30 May ASCENSION DAY (40th day after Easter ) Christian (W estern Churches)
commemorates the last earthly appearance of the Risen Christ.
31 May LAILAT-UL-QADR / THE NIGHT OF POWER / HONOUR / DIGNITY M uslim
(Sunni) commemorates the night in 610 CE when the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) received his first visit from the angel Jibril (Gabriel) and his revelation of the Qur’an.
With grateful thanks to the Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education
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HARMONY
For all his traditional ways, the Master had scant respect for rules and for
traditions.
A quarrel once broke out between a disciple and his daughter because the
man kept insisting that the girl conform to the rules of their religion in the
choice of her prospective husband.
The Master openly sided with the girl.
When the disciple expressed his surprise that a holy man would do this,
the Master said, “You must understand that life is just like music which is
made more by feeling and by instinct than by rules.”
From:
‘One Minute Wisdom’
by Anthony de Mello SJ.
By kind permission of the publishers,
Gujerat Sahitya Prakash Anand, India.
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