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HANDWRITTEN letters from Sacred Heart Pri-
mary schoolgirl Charlotte Boagey brought joy to
people in St Joseph’s Care Home in Newcastle
and The Hospital of God in Greatham  – amongst
others – this Easter, but she is not the only one
thinking of others in these tough times.

From the weekly musical kerbside clap for NHS
workers by the Sisters of St Anthony’s Convent of
Mercy in Sunderland to the bright rainbows created
to cheer up neighbours, a tremendous effort has
been made to keep spirits high as isolation contin-
ues. 

Read more on page 3.

THE tradition of marking
Good Friday with a walk of
witness was kept alive by lone
walker Bernadette Malcolm-
son who livestreamed the 90-
minute event.

Bernadette, from Hartlepool,
decided there was nothing to
stop her taking her permitted
daily exercise walk on Friday,
April 10, whilst carrying a cross,
so she set off at 9.30am from her
home church, St Mary’s on the
Headland, to cover the route she
has walked for the last ten Good
Fridays.

Bernadette, an IT and commu-
nications teacher at English
Martyrs School and Sixth Form
College, rigged a video camera
and audio microphone to carry
for the three-mile journey so her
progress could be watched by
those who wanted to tune in.

She made 14 stops on her way
to the war memorial, to pray the
stations of the cross and read re-
flections at each one. 

Prayers were written by people
from the town, including a ten-
year-old and a 92-year-old
parishioner. 

Bernadette then walked to St
Joseph’s church where she was

blessed by Holy Family parish
priest Canon Michael Griffiths.

Her livestream broadcast gave
a commentary on the purpose of
the walk and the prayers. 

Those watching at home sent
her messages along the way. 

At its height the walk was
watched by 168 viewers from
Hartlepool to Newcastle and Ire-
land – and even some further
afield.

Former Hartlepool priest Fr
Nick Jennings – now re-as-
signed to Our Lady and St Cuth-
bert’s, Crook – said his aunt had
even joined in from New
Zealand, and a church in Scun-

thorpe shared the walk on its so-
cial media feed.

“I had no idea how many peo-
ple were going to join me,” said
Bernadette. 

“It comforted and encouraged
me. You could probably tell that
from my smile.”

Coronavirus restrictions meant
the streets were fairly empty, but
she added: “A man on his bike
on Cleveland Road shouted:
‘God bless you, Sister’. That
made me chuckle. 

“His words showed kindness
– he could have simply have rid-
den by without saying any-
thing.”

THE English Martyrs
Catholic School and Sixth
Form College and Carmel
College are amongst
schools in our region
which have been helping
to provide PPE for frontline
NHS workers.

Pictured left is Steff 
Hunt of EMS’s technology
department dropping 
protective visors off at 
North Tees Hospital, while
Leah Bettney, right, of
Carmel College’s technology
team tries on a visor. 

You can read their full 
stories on page 2.

Schools offer a helping
hand in time of need

Letters, songs and
rainbows bring
smiles in lockdown

q Bernadette films the cross she carried
to the town’s war memorial, left.Talking to
the camera on her journey, above. 
Photos courtesy of Frank Reid, JPIMedia.

Bernadette’s one-woman
Easter walk of witness is
watched around the world

by John Bailey

ACORN GARDENING 
SERVICE

All Gardening Work Undertaken
throughout the North East

SAVE £££’s on
l Tidy ups l Tree Work l 
Planting l Gravelling l 
Hedges Cut or Removed

“We don’t cut corners  - just hedges”
FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL 

ROBERT ON
0191-2747580 or 

07950548305

JERICHO
Combines the Contemplative life with

an active apostolate 
to the destitute.

Vocation information from: Bro. Patrick,
The Jericho Society
‘Mater Salvatoris’

Harelaw Farm, Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire PA10 2PY
Tel: 01505 614669
thejerichosociety@gmail.com
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