Liturgy of Mercy Service - Jesmond St. Mary Partnership
Sunday 17 March 2019
Jesmond St. Mary's Partnership held a Liturgy of Mercy service at St. Teresa's of the Infant Jesus church in Heaton. It
was a service adapted from the Year of Mercy service and titled 'Celebrating God's Mercy'.

‘Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest’
The service was led by the chair of the partnership Julia Firbank. Readers from various parishes within the partnership
read passages from the scripture. The readers included Jane Riley from St. Lawrence, Byker, Catherine Elliott from St.
Mary’s, Forest Hall and Madeleine Hardy from Holy Name, Jesmond.

After the reading Fr. David Smith, the newly appointed Dean of the partnership did a reflection on the scriptures. Fr.
Smith said it’s appropriate to celebrate God’s Mercy during Lent. It’s not just the observance of Lent but our hope in
that witness of the Lord’s suffering, our belief and our hope in the resurrection.

Carole Lee from St. Aidan’s and Janet Wallbank from St. Teresa’s lead the
prayer of intercession. As part of the service everyone was given a stone
to take with them when they went in to the church and after the
readings and prayers they were asked to place the stones as symbols of
their burden in the tray specially placed in front of the altar.

Prayer stations were also created around the church for people to reflect on. Throughout the service music was
provided by the group called Voices of Hope who sang hymns appropriate to the theme of the day.

After the final blessings people were encouraged to go for individual confession. Fr. Arockia Mariadass, Fr. Sean Hall, Fr.
Colin Carr and Fr. David Smith made themselves available to listen to confession.

