The Benedict Partnership News
October 2018
Welcome to the third edition of
the Benedict Partnership
Newsletter
In this edition
 Partnership

Sub-groups
 The Poppy Challenge
 Music Ministry Workshop
 Review of the Day of Reflection led by Jo Boyce
 List of current members of the PDG and a few words of
introduction from some of them
 The Ministry of Consolation course - first impressions
 St Mary, Easington Lane update

Opportunities within the Partnership
Music Ministry
Led by Jo Boyce and held over a Friday evening 16th and
Saturday 17th November at the Diocesan Youth Village. This is
for those in the Benedict Partnership who are involved or who
would like to be involved in the music ministry for our
Partnership. A special invite to young people who would like to
share their musical gifts.
Booking Essential! - mdavison.1953@gmail.com
This workshop is free to anyone from the Benedict Partnership
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BENEDICT PARTNERSHIP
VISION AND MISSION STATEMENT
VISION
The love of Jesus and the gospel are at the heart of our
partnership.

MISSION







We come together as individuals and church communities to
respond to the Lord’s call to be disciples.
We will value and build on the histories and strengths of our
individual church communities.
We will build on a strong foundation of spirituality, prayer
and celebration.
We will be an open and welcoming community where there
is a place for all.
We will encourage everyone to fulfil their unique potential
providing support, formation and training.
We will go out together with Christ to all!

What is happening in other Partnerships?
A good resource is the website below which is the Partnership
Sharing area of the diocesan website:
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/partnerships/ptnpsharing.php
The site includes links to our partnership newsletter as well as
those from other partnership areas.
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The Benedict Partnership consists of the following parishes and
churches within those parishes:
Birtley
St Joseph
Chester-le-Street
St Cuthbert
Houghton-le-Spring
St Michael
Sacriston
St Bede (served from St Cuthbert)
Washington & Penshaw
St John XXIII - the four churches of:
Our Lady Queen of Peace,
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate,
St Bede, St John Boste
Current List of Priests and Deacons:
St Joseph
Deacon Peter Lavery
St Cuthbert & St Bede
Fr Christopher Jackson
St Michael
Fr William O’Gorman
Deacon Richard McLaughlin
St John XXIII & St Joseph Fr Mark Millward
Fr Jim O’Keefe
Fr Paul Hopper
Deacon Frank O’Neill
Deacon Chas Ferguson
Acolyte Tony Joy

Do you have something
for the next edition?
You are invited to submit comments,
suggestions, ideas, fears, hopes and
anything else for inclusion in the
next edition of the Partnership
Newsletter - due out in January.
Hand your article to a member of the
PDG or send by email to:
markchurchit@btinternet.com
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Day of Reflection for Eucharistic Ministers
On Saturday 29th September, extra ordinary ministers of the
Eucharist from the partnership churches of St Benedict, gathered
together at St Robert of Newminster School for a day of
reflection. The day was led by Jo Boyce and comprised a mix of
reflection, song and sharing of thoughts and experiences.
The day began with coffee, which gave everyone an opportunity
to meet friends and renew acquaintances from the various
churches across the partnership before prayer and reflection in the
main theatre. This time was greatly appreciated by the
participants.
Jo immediately put people at ease as she guided them through the
areas for discussion (in groups and collectively), interspersed
with appropriate hymns, the wording of which gave food for
more thought. It was an uplifting experience hearing so many
voices singing the Lord’s praise. To be given the opportunity to
express thoughts and ideas about the Eucharist and what it means
individually and collectively, as well as exploring ways this
message of love may be conveyed to others, carried out in a
supportive gathering, was both humbling and moving.
The day ended with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Father
Mark pointed out that children are very good at adoration, they
see the wonder and simplicity of God’s love and are an example
to all.
As a partnership experience, the feedback received shows that
joining together with a shared focus and being able to build links
with other churches on that day was invaluable. As we become
more dependent on each other and our communities within the
partnership for support, then The Eucharist (Holy Communion)
building communities which recognise the Lord in everyone was
a fitting way to begin. Hopefully there will be more joint days of
reflection encompassing other ministries, building a supportive
community across the partnership.
(Parishioner of St John XXIII Parish)
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Images from
The Day of Reflection for Eucharistic Ministers
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The Partnership Development Group (PDG)?
The PDG is a group of people who have been invited to
represent their parish, church, school or group within the
Benedict Partnership. The group meet on a regular basis to
plan for the future of the partnership, discuss ways in
which the members of the partnership can work more
closely and decide on actions that may need to be taken to
enable us all to fulfil the mission of the church.
It is intended that membership of the PDG will last for two
years.
Current Members of the
Partnership Development Group
Mick Davison, St Joseph - Chair
Joan Formosa, St Bede (Washington) - Secretary
Hannah Bartlett, St Cuthbert - Vice Chair
Maria Ashburner (Our Lady Queen of Peace), Maria Byrne
(Our Blessed Lady Immaculate), Andrew Cox (St John Boste),
Catherine Davison (St Leonard’s School),
Deacon Chas Ferguson, Mark Harris (St John Boste),
Fr Paul Hopper, Ian Hunter (St Bede, Sacriston),
Fr Chris Jackson, Tony Joy (St John Boste), Joe Lavelle
(St Cuthbert), Deacon Peter Lavery, Anne Marie McKenna
(St Cuthbert), Deacon Richard McLaughlin, Fr Mark Millward,
Barbara Reilly-O’Donnell (Primary Schools), Chris O’Neill
(Our Blessed Lady Immaculate), Deacon Frank O’Neill,
Fr William O’Gorman, Fr Jim O’Keefe, Jim Taylor
(St Robert of Newminster School), Sophie Taylor (St Joseph),
Lorraine Thompson (St Michael), Emma Waldock
(St Bede, Sacriston), Ian Willis (St Cuthbert).
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Some Members of The PDG introduce themselves
As a follow-up to the last edition of the Partnership Newsletter
we asked some of the remaining members of the PDG to explain
how they became involved with the Group and what were their
hopes and fears for the Group and the Partnership as a whole,
both now and in the future.
As we saw in the last edition of the Partnership Newsletter from
what they said it was clear that members of the Group came from
a wide range of backgrounds and experience; for some it was the
first time they had been involved in something like this.
Many members, as they identified their hopes for the future,
spoke of the opportunities the Partnership offered for us all to
work together as the people of God.
When talking of their fears, many spoke of their concerns that
people would not feel part of Partnership, that it was something
they weren't involved with. They were also aware of people's
concerns and anxieties as we move into a changing future and of
the need to be sensitive to individual communities and their part
in the Partnership of Benedict.
Mark Harris from St John Bose Church,
Washington, St John XXIII parish.
I was asked by Fr Mark to join the PDG,
though not sure at that time why he wanted me.
I said yes as I was excited by the whole process
and idea of the new way of working. I had
worked overseas as a lay missionary many
years ago and then for CAFOD for 25 years
before retiring and think that perhaps that had
something to do with Fr Mark approaching me
- my wider experience of the universal church. From the first
meeting I was impressed with the commitment, dedication,
knowledge and understanding of the rest of my colleagues on the
PDG and am delighted to be a small part of the process of helping
to make the Benedict Partnership work.
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Deacon Peter Lavery from St Joseph’s, Birtley
Pauline & I married in 1974 and have enjoyed
living in St Joseph’s parish for 44 years. We are
blessed with three children and six grandchildren.
I was ordained as a Permanent Deacon in June
2005 and continue to serve within my home
parish and across our diocese in Marriage &
Family Life ministry.
I've looked forward to working together in
Partnerships since I have enjoyed many
opportunities over recent years to assist in all of our parishes.
I believe that the Holy Spirit is leading us and guiding us to a
better understanding of Discipleship and a new way of being
Church.
I’m also excited about the future of our Benedict Partnership as
we become more aware of the gifts lavished upon each one of us
in our Baptism and dare to let the Holy Spirit work through us!
Fr Chris Jackson, Parish Priest of St Cuthbert, Chester-le
Street and St Bede, Sacriston
I've been working with these parishes for three
years and they are two quite separate
communities but we are talking about
amalgamating into one parish. Chester-le-Street
is the bigger of the two parishes but there are
gifts and talents that Sacriston would bring;
there are quite a number of young people
heavily involved in Sacriston which is good.
About the Partnership, I think it's going to take a
long time before people become aware that we are part of a
Partnership, that there's no going back on that. I think people still
think "Oh that's something else, it's nothing to do with us. If we
keep our heads down, it will go away and we can just get back to
business as normal." I have to constantly keep reminding people
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that there is no going back because there is no way we can
continue to exist as separate entities; we're very much dependent
on each other.
My hopes for the future are that we can encourage vocations to
the priesthood, the diaconate and the religious life. Alongside that
I'm concerned that, in all the enthusiasm about the Partnership,
we will lose sight of our need for priests, as without them we will
have no Mass and Sacraments.
One of my fears is that people will just 'abandon the ship' because
they think it's sinking and it's not; that people will be pessimistic.
My hopes are that even in these challenging times we will just
become more deeply aware that the Lord is with us in this 'boat'.
Joan Formosa, St Bede's Church, Washington
St John XXIII Parish.
I have followed the progress of Forward
Together in Hope since its inception and
when I went to the meeting where the
partnerships were announced I was delighted
to find that it included all the churches I
hoped would be part of Benedict. Shortly
after the announcement Fr Mark asked me to
join the PDG and with some misgivings I
agreed.
My concerns were well founded because at the first meeting I
was elected Secretary - never part of my plan. However, once I
joined the rest of the group for a retreat at the Youth Village led
by Jo Boyce, I knew they were people who were as committed as
I was to taking on the challenge of change our Church was
facing.
I have enjoyed our first year together and look forward to many
more people becoming involved to ensure we can fulfil our
mission of discipleship and reach out to those in need of Christ in
their lives.
Page 9

Tony Joy, St John Boste Church,
Washington, St John XXIII Parish
I was invited onto the Partnership
Development Group because I am in the
formation programme to become a
permanent Deacon. My Diaconate formation
commitments have prevented me from
attending some of the meetings but I have
always been supportive of the purpose of the
Partnerships.
We can no longer be inward looking as individual churches,
parishes or partnerships. We need to work together to share our
gift of faith with each other and to spread the love of God to our
young people and to everyone we can in our section of the
Diocese.
Deacon Richard McLaughlin, St Michael's Parish,
Houghton-le Spring
Just one look at the figures showing a decline
in Mass attendances over the decades should
convince us, if we need to be convinced, that
change is necessary. It's as simple as that. We
need to be doing things differently. We need to
'be church' in a different way. Change can
often be challenging and unsettling.
I think our partnership of Benedict gives us a
great opportunity to be church differently and
to support each other as we do this. It's
important that in our communities we support each other. Our
Partnership should give us a sense of the wider Church we are
part of, rather than simply focussing on our own falling
attendances and feeling despondent. So, I'm hopeful that by
working together, by being more outward looking, we can build a
better model of Church.
I believe that the partnership was created to build up each of the
constituent parish communities of the Partnership so that each
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parish can be strengthened with the support of its neighbouring
communities. It's not about closing down or replacing local
communities and merging into one big community.
And, as I often seem to come back to, it's also another way of
being Missionary Disciples. Pope Francis continues to remind us
that each one of us, ordained and non-ordained alike, is called to
be a missionary disciple. And I think we will be able to support
each other better in doing this in partnership.
What I'm particularly encouraged by so far, is the desire I've seen
in people to reach out. I'm thinking here, for example, about the
Ministry of Consolation. The current course was so full, they
couldn't take any more; I think that is very encouraging. The
'Poppy' project, based at Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw, has
also proven to be a way of reaching out and that's great because
that's where we, as church, need to be; it's the most important
thing.
Barbara Reilly-O'Donnell (Primary Schools Representative)
My name is Barbara Reilly-O’Donnell and
I am the head teacher of Our Lady Queen
of Peace RCVA Primary, Penshaw. The
school is in the parish of St John XXIII.
Other primary schools represented in the
partnership are St Bede’s, Washington; St
Joseph’s, Washington Village; St John
Boste, Oxclose (all St John XXIII parish).
St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring; St
Cuthbert’s, Chester-le-Street; St Bede’s,
Sacriston; St Joseph’s Infants and
St Joseph’s Junior, both Birtley, and
St Benet’s Primary, Ouston.
Also in the partnership is St Robert of Newminster Secondary
School, Washington and children living within the Partnership
also attend St Leonard’s Durham and Cardinal Hume, Wrekenton.
As a family of schools we recognise the contribution that our
pupils can make to the partnership and also understand that
schools provide an important contact point for children and their
families.
Page 11

Fr Paul Hopper, Priest, Partnership of Benedict (Resident at
St Joseph's, Birtley)
I am new to the area, although a native of Blackhill. I have been
out of the country for 47 years, apart from a three years’ stint in
Scotland.
I am a Spiritan missionary (formerly called
Holy Ghost Fathers) working for 20 years in
W. Africa and 22 years in Australia.
I came back to retire because of serious back
surgery but all came good, and I was able to
get 'back on the horse'! So Bishop Seamus
asked me to go to Birtley, appointing me to
the Partnership.
Like many, I am trying to get my head around
the meaning of "Partnership", having already attended the
Conferences on Discipleship and Eucharistic Ministers.
As for hopes for the Partnership, I really don't know yet, it's early
days ...
As for fears; I say Mass in five different Churches and each place
has different customs and that is a challenge. But I'm Living in
hope.
Ian Hunter, St Bede’s Parish Sacriston
Retired from teaching at St. Leonard's School, Durham, 4 years
ago. I still owe the school and the late Fr. Des Meagher an
immense debt for their roles in bringing me
into the Church some 30 years ago. Today
much of my time is devoted to two very young
grandchildren, working on the restoration of
the gardens and woodlands at Ushaw College,
and all of the other random engagements that
life throws up! One of the most unexpected
was becoming Forward Together in Hope
co-ordinator for St. Bede's parish at Sacriston.
And all the while I still enjoy going back to
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assist with Duke of Edinburgh's Award expedition training at St.
Leonard's and enrolling on the occasional recuperative retreat at
Ampleforth Abbey.
Deacon Chas Ferguson, Our Lady Queen of Peace Church,
Penshaw, St John XXIII Parish
If we had had a prophet in our midst 25 years
ago, they would probably have been
condemned as insane if they had predicted
what is happening in our local churches today.
Vocations to the priesthood have almost
ceased. Priests in post are dwindling as age
takes its toll. This has resulted in the number
of masses per day/week/month/year tumbling.
On the flip side we have increasing numbers
of Extraordinary Ministers and Lay Leaders
doing record numbers of services of the Word and Holy
Communion. Committed parishioner participation is now picking
up a head of steam as everyone recognises the need for their
involvement.
I see my role in the Partnership as enabling and encouraging
anyone I can, to fully live their faith. My focus is on those who
can be identified, encouraged, trained and be given full support to
become leaders as our Church regenerates.
It is a bit like 2000 years ago when someone we all know very
well was embracing change and encouraging his friends to
become more like him.
Actually we did have a prophet amongst us 60 years ago, he
envisaged exactly what is happening today. His name was Pope
John XXIII and he called it Vatican II.
Am I 'mad' to think that in 25 years’ time, we might have armies
of Catholics living as prophet, priests and kings for each other
and for all, including women (shock horror!) playing an equal
part?
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Your Church Needs You!
We need to hear from you how you want
your church to function in the future.
The way to have your say is to join one or more
of the sub-groups listed below and participate in
the formation of the Benedict Partnership

Sub-groups within the PDG
To facilitate the work of the PDG a number of sub-groups have
been established. All sub-groups are made up of one or more
members of the PDG and representatives from the churches and
parishes in our partnership. These sub-groups are shown below
with the Link Person who feeds back from the sub-group to the
main body of the PDG.
PDG Mission and Vision Statement group
Aim - to produce the PDG Mission and Vision Statement
Link Person: Mick Davison
Pastoral Care group
Aim - to establish pastoral teams within each church.
We will encourage and support all the valuable work both seen
and unseen that is already being undertaken in our churches.
We will look to the future pastoral needs of our communities and
identify the resources, training and formation needed to meet
these needs.
Link Person: Maria Ashburner
Communication group
Aim - to improve communication within the Partnership,
including production of a quarterly Partnership Newsletter and
provide recommendations on future developments.
Link Person: Mark Harris
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Young People group
Aim - to help the young people in our parish communities
experience a personal faith in Jesus and to provide opportunities
for formation in how to live their lives to the full.
Link Person: Frank O’Neill
Prayer and Spirituality group
Aim - to develop prayer and spirituality in our parishes to
encourage people to get involved.
Link People: Joe Lavelle and Joan Formosa
Liturgy and Celebration group
Aim - to encourage, co-ordinate and facilitate Liturgical and
Celebration events within the partnership.
Link People: Catherine Davison and Ann Marie McKenna
Discipleship and Evangelisation group
Aim - to build up communities of disciples in order to reach out
to others as commanded in Matt 28:18.
Link Person: Sophie Taylor
Social Justice and Environment group
Aim - to raise awareness within the Partnership about the poor
and marginalised and to encourage people to work towards
equality and justice for all, to seek to raise awareness of
environmental issues and the responsibilities of the Partnership in
exercising proper stewardship of God’s creation.
Link Person: Chris O’Neill
Finance, Property, HR and Admin group
Aim - to develop Partnership-wide arrangements for the effective
use of resources in supporting the delivery of the Partnership's
Vision and Mission.
Link People: Mick Davison and Rev Peter Lavery
Social, Fund-raising and Fellowship group
Aim - to offer opportunities to gather as faith communities in a
social capacity.
Link Person: Ann Marie McKenna
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Ministry of Consolation Training
"CONSOLE THEM, CONSOLE MY PEOPLE SAYS YOUR
GOD ..." (Isa 40:1)
The Partnership of Benedict is one of the first
partnerships in the Diocese to run the
Ministry of Consolation course. The
five-session course, which started at the end
of September, explores listening skills,
transition and change, bereavement and the
grief process, and dying and end of life issues.
The course, which is led by Fr Mark Millward, Revd Caroline
Worsfold and Mrs Anna Morgan-Sacco, aims to give participants
the opportunity to discern this area of ministry for themselves. It
also seeks to equip people with the skills and approaches needed
to work as part of wider pastoral teams within the Partnership, as
they walk alongside those going through difficult times and in
need of support.
There are currently 25 people on the course, coming from
different backgrounds and with a variety of experiences. Reasons
for taking part also differ. Some have experienced bereavement
themselves, or have already been working in their communities
visiting the elderly or housebound. Some have experienced other
losses, such as ill-health, divorce or broken relationships. And for
some, this is an entirely new area of ministry.
The following comments illustrate the wide experiences
participants draw upon:
"The reason I came on to the course was because I wanted to help
in the parish. I thought that we couldn't just rely upon the priests
to go and help everybody and I wanted to be involved. So I
haven't been drawn to the course so much by the fact that it is a
ministry of consolation but because I see it as a ministry of help.
It's quite a tough course, it makes you dig deep into your own
feelings and that can be quite challenging. But I'll do it to the end
and then decide if I'm able and the right person for this ministry."
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"We console one another entering into the mystery of one
another's lives; the mystery of death and of love itself."
"I feel that it would be a privilege to be involved in this area of
ministry."
If you are interested in knowing more, it is planned for the course
to run again in the Partnership and elsewhere in the Diocese in
the future.
The final word goes to Pope Francis who has said, that in walking
alongside people, we turn "our compassionate gaze" on "the
sacred ground of the other" [EG#169].

St Mary’s, Easington Lane
On Saturday 6thOctober Bishop Seamus celebrated the final
Mass at St Mary’s church Easington Lane. The decision to close
the church was taken in the light of falling overall Mass
attendances and particularly in the declining attendance of
people from within the boundaries of St Mary’s to between five
and ten people.
The church was full for the final Mass which Bishop Seamus
concelebrated with our Episcopal Vicar, Fr Colm Hayden,
Partnership Dean Fr Mark Millward, Parish Priest Fr Bill
O’Gorman and priest-in-residence Fr Paul Tully. Fr Bill spoke,
with obvious emotion, on the sadness of the occasion,
recognising the love and affection felt for the church by people
who had worshipped there over the years, people who had been
baptised there, people who had married there and who had
received the Sacraments there.
Moving forward, while there was inevitably much sadness at
the closure of this beloved church building, the priority was to
remain faithful to the Lord and Fr Bill extended a warm
invitation to parishioners to their new parish of St Michael’s. He
also offered help to all who might need assistance in travelling
to St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring.
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St John XXIII Poppy Installation
It all started with a decision to organise a special centenary of the end
of WW1 Remembrance Day Mass for the Parish held at Our Lady
Queen of Peace Church at their usual Sunday Mass time, 10.00am
leading into the Solemn Act of Remembrance.
From the very beginning we
always saw this as a whole
Parish event, especially when we
considered that our Fallen were
from the whole Parish area.
When Fr Mark was made Parish
Priest St Joseph’s, Birtley was
also invited to join in the event.
We decided we needed 13,000
poppies, roughly the number
from the DLI that died during
WW1 - an enormous task as we
only had 15 weeks from our
starting date to the remembrance
event.
How did we do it? We spoke at Masses throughout the Parish and
asked for their support in firstly, approving the idea, then making the
poppies and finally recruiting volunteers from each Church to join the
“planning committee” and act as liaison between churches.
We knew that we had to involve all people and ages and therefore
appealed for poppies to be made from any medium to suit all tastes,
ages and abilities. We have had knitted, crochet, silk, felt, plastic,
clay, acrylic, wooden, paper and card poppies and several pieces of
fine art work. Our main message
was that each poppy made
represented the life of one who
died (from the DLI) during WW1
and to pray for that person.
We appealed for donations of
10p, approx. two days’ pay for a
private during WW1. Several
people made larger anonymous
donations which enabled the
purchase of a new statue and
seating for the Peace garden, a
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memorial book and a new Royal British Legion wreath for the Mass.
Parishioners were asked if they would like family members added to
the new Parish Memorial book together with those that were already
recorded in the 3 older churches. A total of 174 Parish fallen have
been added and also wooden
crosses made for them for the
Memorial garden. An appeal was
made for gardeners to work on
the derelict “grotto” at Our Lady
Queen of Peace church to make
this into the Parish Peace/
Memorial garden. This will have
poppies and crosses displayed
during November plus the new
statue and seating.
Messy Church sessions for
children and their parents/carers
were held during the summer
holidays. The theme of each
session was obviously poppies
but a different medium was used
at each session. All the sessions were free of charge and ran weekly
from 9.30 - 12.00 each Wednesday at different churches around the
parish to give everyone access. Each child was presented with a
medal and thank you card. Each session was led by a couple of
parishioners, and there was always a group of parishioners who
supported the sessions, made refreshments, set up, cleaned up etc, etc.
Within 8/9 weeks we had achieved the number of poppies required,
created a poppy page on the Parish website and involved younger people
in social media. There
is also an Ecumenical
service planned for
November 7th to
involve all the local
communities and the
day we announced that
our total had been
reached we started a 50
-day Novena for Peace.
We began installing the
display and have
gradually added to it
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weekly, with weekly craft and coffee mornings for anyone in the Parish to
attend.
When the installation is viewed, we want people to feel as though they are
in the Flanders field and when we have Mass, or any service, that the
fallen are there with us and among us. We are planning to have artefacts/
films on show during the church opening times and have created rotas for
Parishioners to be in attendance during those times.
A list of all dead, approx. 12,644, from DLI will be displayed on the
pews.
A total of well over 18,000 poppies have been created and we have
planned that these will be shared out between all the churches after the
installation is removed. We have also suggested that knitted and crochet
poppies be turned into blankets. A touring blanket display will visit the

churches before the blankets are donated to those in need.
Each church in the parish, plus St Joseph's, are producing a floral
display to go along with the poppy installation. They were each given
a theme to cover all the other services and the role of women, and are
basing their floral displays on those themes.

Don’t forget to put the Ecumenical Service in your diary!
It starts at 7.30pm Wednesday 7th November
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church

A Prayer for Partnerships
Risen Christ, from your abundant grace,
pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese.
As we build on the deep foundations of faith laid by the
countless saints of these Northern lands, by Aidan and Cuthbert,
Hilda and Bede, may our Partnership of Benedict continue the
mission of building your Kingdom on the earth: to give living
witness to your love, and to your compassion
and hope for our world.
We pray in trustful confidence that your power working in us can
do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Through the same
Christ our Lord, Amen.
Adapted from the diocesan website:
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/partnerships/ptnphome.php
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