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Welcome to the Spring edition of the Monkwearmouth Catholic
Partnership Magazine. This edition marks some important celebrations for our Partnership, notably the 50th Anniversary of Holy
Family. There was a real mixture of emotions as the Parish celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a final closing Mass, celebrated by Bishop
Seamus Cunningham.
The Parish has amalgamated with the Parish of St Anne’s, Pennywell, to form the new Parish of St Anne’s and Holy Family, Fr Louis
Aroon is Parish Priest. Other celebrations also include an article by
Canon Alec Barrass, who celebrates 60 years of priesthood later in
the year and Chris Marshall, head sacristan and MC from St Mary’s
who celebrates 40 years of service this March.
This edition also features information about the Easter services for
the Partnership, as well as advertisements for upcoming events.
Lots of exciting things are happening all over our partnership and
diocese. In our communities, extraordinary projects and initiatives
are taking place and we hope that this magazine will be able to
showcase them. If you are aware of something in your local parish
that you would like to share, please do contact us either by email or
via your parish representative.

Update from the PDG
The Partnership Development Group (PDG) will meet again in April.
If you would like to provide any ideas or suggestions about the following areas, please pass them on to your parish representative or
email the Chair of the PDG at monkwearmouthcatholic@gmail.com
o Communication (e.g. across the partnership, website, magazine…)
o Youth & Young Adult (e.g. Faith formation groups, prayer groups,
socials, volunteering…)
o Finance (e.g. where should we invest as a partnership? How could
we be more efficient in the services that we use and provide?)
o Spiritual & Liturgical Formation (e.g. Days of Reflections, retreats,
training, adult formation courses, Catholic Alpha…)
o Social Activities (e.g. The Partnership Ceilidh, Partnership
Summer BBQ, Race Nights, Quiz Nights, family socials).

Our Journey of Faith
At this time of year, we especially prayer for all those people who will
be received into the Church at Easter. This season presents us all
with a great opportunity to renew our faith in the Risen Christ, who
walks beside each of us and is at the heart of our communities. Like
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, may we too listen to the Lord
as He breaks open the scriptures about Himself, may we be renewed
and nourished in coming together to celebrate the Eucharist, and
with our hearts burning may we go out and proclaim in our day to
day lives that we have met the Lord, He is Risen! Halleluiah!
Wishing you a happy and blessed Easter.
Adrian Brooks – Chair of the PDG
Fr Michael McCoy – President and Dean of the Monkwearmouth
Catholic Partnership
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A Celebration of 50 years of The Holy
Family Church, Grindon.
11th February 2018
(Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes)
It was a fitting feast day to have this celebration at Holy Family.
Father Histon, who was parish priest at the time it was built, was
devoted to Our Lady of Lourdes. He even had a blue band painted
around the church in honour of her and it was said that he put many
miraculous medals into the foundations. It was wonderful to have
so many people join us for this Golden Jubilee Mass, including many
who returned to their former parish church. It was also very encouraging to see lots of parishioners from all across the Sunderland
Partnership.
The mass was led by Bishop Seamus who concelebrated with
Fr Louis Aroon, Fr Ligori Alexander, Fr Bernard Finan, Fr Michael
McCoy, Fr Martin Wheaton, Fr Marc Lyden-Smith and Fr William
Nichol. It was a lovely and joyful mass, the hymns were sung with
passion, which lifted the spirits of all who were there. There were
some tears as past members were remembered but overall it was
a message of hope for the future of our Partnership. The Bishops
homily was a positive message for the future and celebrated those
whose faith had built the community of Holy Family.
He talked also about the importance of family, about his upbringing
in Ireland and the influence of his family on his faith. Bishop Seamus
quoted the communion hymn; “Lord, other seas call me onward;
Hope eternal for hearts that are searching; And love will bind us as
friends forever.” With these words, the Bishop encouraged
parishioners to take heart for their new journey in faith and that
there would be a warm welcome in whichever parish they would be
going to in the future. He encouraged us to remember that we are
all part of the same partnership and we are all part of one church
family.
Stephanie Peacock sang Pie Jesu during communion and Pat Stawicki, who has been an organist at Holy Family for many years,
played the last hymn ‘Immaculate Mary’, which had been sung at the
first mass 50 years ago. Afterwards there was a banquet held in the
community hall that had been organised by the social committee
and Bishop Seamus cut the celebration cake.
The Holy Family name will now be joined with St Anne’s and a new
parish of St Anne’s and Holy Family will be created. Please pray for
the members of St Anne’s and Holy Family and for this new church
community. As the words of the hymn encourage us, we must place
our hope in the Lord, who is directing our futures, and be assured
that his ‘love will bind us as friends forever.’
Laurence Donkin – PDG Representative for Holy Family
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Monkwearmouth Catholic
Partnership
The Partnership Development Group (PDG)
Representatives
Fr. Marc Lyden-Smith
Deacon Edward Barker

Fr Louis Aroon
Fr Ligori Alexander

St. Mary’s
Allison Thompson

The Sacred Heart & John
Bosco
Cecilia Buick

St. Cecilia’s
Paul Baker

St. Anne’s & Holy Family
Catherine Harrison
Laurence Donkin

Oaklea Convent
Sr. Raphael
The University Chaplaincy
Adrian Brooks (Chair)

St. Patrick’s
Alan Maughan (Vice-Chair)

Fr Michael Humble
Deacon Norman Barron

Fr. Michael McCoy (Dean)
Fr Ligori Alexander

St. Leonard’s
Steve Jackson

St. Benet’s
Sean Wilkinson

Holy Rosary
Ann Clarke

St. Joseph’s
Lizzie Brooks

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Jane Cook

St. Hilda’s
Paul Kilduff

Contact:
PDG Primary school representative: Damian Groark PDG Secondary school representative: Kevin Shepherd.
If you would like to contact a member of the PDG or would like to provide content for future issues of the Partnership Magazine please email

monkwearmouthcatholic@gmail.com
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The New Parish Of St Anne’s And Holy Family
Fr Louis was installed as Parish Priest of the newly created Parish of St Anne’s and Holy Family.
The induction took place during Sunday Mass on the 18th February,
Mass was celebrated by Fr Michael McCoy and Fr Ligori Alexander.

Fundraising Evening at St Anne’s and Holy Family
On Friday 23rd February 2018, parishioners from St Anne’s and Holy Family organised a curry and karaoke night
to support one of our altar server’s trip to Vietnam. Liam Green, a St Anne’s and Holy family
parishioner, is going to Vietnam in July 2018 as part of the World Challenge Project.
During this time, Liam will be improving the lives of children in orphanages and schools by building showers and
toilet facilities. Well done Liam - we’re all very proud of you!
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St Jeanne Jugan (Holy Rosary,
Immaculate Heart, St Leonard’s)
Senior Parishioners Christmas Party
On 12th December last year senior parishioners from St
Leonard’s, Holy Rosary, Immaculate Heart of Mary and Holy Family
gathered in Holy Rosary Church at Midday for Mass and the
anointing of the sick. Fr Michael Humble presided, assisted by the
parish Deacon, Rev Norman Barron, and Fr Peter Martin.
There were more than seventy parishioners in the congregation and
after Mass we all gathered in the parish centre for a three course
Christmas dinner. Father Christmas even made an appearance and
distributed gifts to everyone! The afternoon was thoroughly
enjoyed by all present thanks to the hard work of the organisers
and caterers.
New Sunderland Parish of St Jeanne Jugan Celebrating Mass
photos The former parishes of Holy Rosary, St Leonard’s Silksworth
and Immaculate Heart of Mary have become one parish under the
patronage of St Jeanne Jugan Foundress of The Little Sisters of the
Poor.
The parishioners of all three places have shown great enthusiasm
about becoming one and have a very positive outlook, which has
made the whole process very easy. The three churches will
keep their dedication names but the parish and all of its
administration will come under the new patron St Jeanne Jugan.
The choice of patron shows the tremendous respect we all have for
the Little Sisters of the Poor and our debt of gratitude for the years
of service they gave in our city and continue to give in our Diocese.
St Jeanne Jugan is also a patron of the elderly and housebound,
who exist in great numbers across our Partnership.
By choosing St Jeanne Jugan we are saluting all those wonderful
parishioners who can no longer attend Mass. The charism of the
Little Sisters of the Poor expressed in their fourth vow of
Hospitality, is a charism worth embracing in this new chapter of our
new parish. Pray for us during this time of transition and we will pray
for you.
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St Cuthbert’s Primary School
The former parishes of Holy Rosary, Immaculate Heart of Mary and
Holy Family are proud and very fortunate to feed into St Cuthbert’s
Primary School in Sunderland. St Cuthbert’s is an Outstanding
Teaching School as well as Initial Teacher Training (ITT) provider. The
school is under the excellent leadership of Mrs Jane Ward who says
she feels very blessed to be the Head Teacher of such a wonderful
school, full of happy, well-behaved children who are a pleasure to
teach and a delight to work with.
All the staff of the school work very hard to make lessons engaging
and to help each child to achieve their full potential. The Catholic
ethos of St Cuthbert’s can be felt immediately on entering the
school. Each Wednesday, in term time, Mass is celebrated in school
and the children are joined by family members and parishioners.
This is a very popular Mass for parishioners to attend and they are
rewarded by the school each Christmas with a lovely Christmas
Dinner and concert. The people of the parishes paid for Chalices,
Missals, Lectionaries, altar cloths, cruets and hymnbooks for then
celebration of Mass and even paid for a mural of the Good Shepherd
and St Cuthbert to adorn the whole wall behind the altar.
There have been many important visitors to the school over the
years but no one to compare with St Teresa of Calcutta, then
Mother Teresa, who paid a visit in the early 1970s! Please do get in
touch if you were a pupil at the time and tell us what it was like to
meet a Saint!

Can you name anyone in this photo?
Photo of School football team at St Joseph’s school in 1967, which
was an all through school then.

Right: Mother Teresa visits pupils at St. Cuthbert’s School in
the 1970’s. Let us know if you where one of them.
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The Parish of Our Lady of Mercy

Partnership Ceilidh

New Parish: St Mary’s Church, Bridge Street and St Cecilia’s and St

St Cecilia’s and St Patrick’s church have organised a Partnership

Patrick’s, Ryhope Road, have come together to form a single par-

Ceilidh, a night of music, dancing. and food, with live music by the

ish. The Churches will keep their names but all administration and

Mussel Square Boys. The Ceilidh will take on the 24th March, after

finance will be brought together under the patronage of Our Lady of

this issue of the magazine goes to print, so we look forward to cov-

Mercy. St Anthony’s Convent of Mercy and the University of

ering it in the next edition. Please send us any pictures – we hope it

Sunderland Catholic Chaplaincy will also continue to be served by

will be a great success and an enjoyable evening.

the parish. Fr Marc, parish priest commented, “The choice of Our
Lady of Mercy, seemed fitting as there is a rich history and connec-

Pray for Sunderland Football Club

tion between our parishes and the Sisters of Mercy, also we wanted

Fr. Marc works as chaplain to Sunderland Football Club, which has

to entrust our communities to our Blessed Mother, that through

been through great times (like the Cup final a few years ago) and the

her intercession we might be inspired to live out more fully, lives of

recent more dismal times. In the next edition of the magazine we

compassionate mercy and love.”

will learn more about chaplains working in sport throughout the

St Mary’s Christmas Day Lunch
St Mary’s opened up on Christmas Day for the homeless and those

United Kingdom. But in the meantime, we all need to get behind our
team, and pray for the football club as they fight in a relegation
battle.

in need for the second year running. Almost 70 people came and
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas lunch made by hard working volunteers who gave up their Christmas Day to help. The football club
also donated clothes and everyone received Christmas gifts. It was
a wonderful witness to the real meaning of Christmas and everyone
involved had a really lovely time. Perhaps you may want to help next
year, or if you were alone last Christmas, you may want to come and
join us. All are welcome.

Canon Barrass’ Birthday
Canon celebrated his 87th birthday in February and is still going
strong. He celebrated his birthday with a nice cup of tea with Fr
Marc. (We don’t believe that!) St Mary’s Parishioners.

Children’s Liturgy at St Cecilia’s

Sunderland Art Club.
This club meets in St. Cecilia’s hall every Friday morning from

Children’s Liturgy has developed in St Mary’s and St Cecilia’s over

9.30am – 12.30pm, and would welcome new members of any age

the last few years. With two new teams firmly established in both

and ability. Just call into the hall at that time if you are interested

churches at the vigil and 10.30am masses. Children love being part

and you will be very welcome. All that is requested is an interest in

of a creative and interesting Liturgy each week and are always wel-

Art. Sessions are £2.40 and are always very entertaining.

come.

THE MONKWEARMOUTH CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP MAGAZINE
NEWS FROM AROUND THE CATHOLIC PARISHES, SCHOOLS & COMMUNITIES OF SUNDERLAND

ADRIAN2.indd 8

16/03/2018 13:19:23

Canon Alec Barrass on 60 Years of
Priesthood
My varied life as a priest

began immediately after ordina-

tion. Instead of going to a parish I was sent to Cambridge to gain
a Teaching Certificate. After that it was to Ushaw College where I
taught Mathematics for the following fourteen years. That appoint-

ciety (now St Cuthbert’s Care) involved me as a chaplain in some
of their projects and for extended periods I looked after one or
two parishes as well as weekend parish work whenever possible. So
when eventually at the age of 62 I became parish priest of St. Joseph’s in North Shields I wasn’t completely at sea. Meadow Well in
1993 was a challenging time.

ment was no surprise, for after A-level I had been sent to Maynooth
in Ireland. Maynooth is their National Seminary, and as it’s part of
the National University of Ireland I was able to graduate in Mathematics. I have always valued my four years in Ireland and still visit
friends from those days My teaching ended in 1973. The Northern
Bishops had decided to reorganise their seminaries: to concentrate
their junior students at Upholland College in Lancashire and the
seniors at Ushaw.
I was expecting to be transferred along with our junior students but
Bishop James Cunningham, who had ordained me in 1958, had other
ideas. Out of the blue he summoned me to Bishop’s House and
asked me to succeed Canon Cecil Phillips as Diocesan Treasurer. I
think he thought that if I could do mathematics I’d be able to count!
It doesn’t follow.
The diocese had been fortunate to have Canon Phillips looking after
our finances during the period of expansion immediately after the
war. Before ordination he had qualified as an accountant and under
his very capable leadership we were kept out of debt. So, under his
tuition I managed to follow the same policy and twenty years later
we were still solvent. For me it was a whole new way of life – working
with various professionals to oversee investments, legal matters,
insurance, purchase or disposal of land and property, maintenance
of buildings.

It was the aftermath of the Tyneside riots and over the years I was
there the area would be transformed. It was a great privilege to
be part of the redevelopment of a community – close ecumenical
relationships, a thriving primary school, links with the council, various support organisations. Very different from my previous work,
but part of my varied life as a priest - so immensely satisfying that
it was a wrench to come away in 2001.
Time to retire. I told Bishop Ambrose that if anyone wanted me I
was willing to become a curate again, though then realised I had
not been a curate before. He took me up on my offer and knowing
that Father Chris Jackson had been with me in North Shields he arranged that I should come to St Mary’s. In his letter of appointment,

At that time all these things went through the Finance Office. I used
to say that, except for schools, I had to look after the NON-spiritual
side of the diocese! My varied life as a priest.
That went on for more or less twenty years. The work was not as
office-bound as I had expected - the opportunity of visiting every
parish from Berwick in the North to Stockton and Barnard Castle
in the South, meeting priests and parishioners as they embarked on
projects involving finance and planning. The Diocesan Rescue So-

he appointed me as ‘senior assistant’. I asked him the significance
of ‘senior’. He didn’t seem too certain but probably thought it gave
me status.
My varied life as a priest…no outstanding achievements but I have
come to realise that in any pastoral work just being around is quite
important – and I have been around for a while.
Our heartfelt thanks to Canon Alec for providing this article and
especially for all the support that he continues to give to so many
people across the partnership and beyond.

Celebrating 60 Years of Priesthood –
Canon Alec Barrass - Friday 13th July
2018 – 7PM St Mary’s Catholic Church
Please join the parish of Our Lady of Mercy to celebrate Canon
Alec’s 60th Anniversary of Priesthood. We will be having a special
celebration Mass at St Mary’s and a party afterwards in the parish
centre.
For more information contact the parish office on 0191 567 5354.
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Hospital chaplaincy
Hospital Chaplaincy Team
It was September 1991 when Fr Dave Taylor (assistant priest at St
Joseph’s, Millfield) made the suggestion that we gather together a
group of parishioners willing to go around the wards in Sunderland
Royal Hospital offering to bring Holy Communion to the patients
who needed it.
The first small group of 6 to 8 people set off with hesitation, no
experience or preparation, a slight feeling of panic but with a great
desire to help and reach out to the sick – and so the first R.C. chaplaincy team was launched.
Now we are a fully active part of the Hospital Chaplaincy. We have
about 9 members of the team drawn from all the parishes of the

Chris Marshall

Deanery. Every Thursday we meet to pray the Rosary for the sick
in the hospital and then disperse to visit our allocated wards offer-

40 Years of Service as M.C. and Head Sacristan

ing Holy Communion, prayers, comfort, and a listening ear to any-

Chris Marshall started serving on the altar at St Mary’s in 1971. On

one who needs us.

the 27th March 1978 he was made Head Altar Server and Master of
Ceremonies. Chris celebrates 40 years of being MC and head

We meet with much sadness, suffering, patience and acceptance.

sacristan this year, over the years he has served 6 parish priests,

We share patients hopes and fears, good and bad news – also laugh-

including the present one, Fr Marc Lyden-Smith.

ter and jokes, but we receive much back in friendship and acceptance of God’s will.

The main role of an MC includes ensuring that everything is prepared for the liturgy and everything is ready at the right time. They

We support each other through tears and laughter and realize that

play a key role in making sure that the liturgies run smoothly. Chris

we are privileged to be part of this wonderful but humbling ministry.

has also trained altar servers at St Mary’s, he estimates that he

Would you like to support this great ministry? Ask your Parish Priest

must have trained around 70-80 altar servers over the years!

how you could support your community or contact Fr Martin Whea-

When asked what some of his highlights were, Chris responded:

ton, Chaplain to the Hospital and Holy Cross Care Home.

“It has been a great privilege to serve here at St Mary’s for all these
years. It was very special to serve at Bishop Swindlehurst’s Silver

Contact Fr Martin Wheaton (Please leave your contact details with

Jubilee Mass in 1979. It has been an honour to serve at both the

the staff at Holy Cross and Fr Martin will contact you)

150th and 175th Anniversary Masses of St. Mary’s in 1985 and 2010.

0191 567 0862

A particular highlight was serving in masses celebrated by Cardinal
Basil Hume in the 1990’s. Other more recent highlights include serving at the ordination of Fr John Masshedar in 2007 and the recent
opening of the Mercy Chapel, with the Papal Nuncio in 2016.”
Fr Marc wanted to express his gratitude to Chris on behalf of the
parish, he had this to say: “Chris is a treasure for our Parish and
keeps everything ticking along nicely. As Parish Priest, I don’t
know what I would do without him. He brings faith and compassion
to his role as MC and head sacristan, and I thank God for him every
day. Long may he last. Congratulations Chris on 40 years of
service. From everyone here at St Mary’s - thank you.”
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Fr Martin and Holy Cross Care Home
Fr Martin is Chaplain to both the Royal Hospital and Holy Cross Care
Home in High Barnes. A number of parishioners have contacted the
magazine in order to express their gratitude to Fr Martin for the
care, compassion and support they and their loved ones had received from him and the staff at Holy Cross.

About Holy Cross Care Home
Ettrick Grove, High Barnes, Sunderland, SR4 8Q
Telephone 0191 567 0862.
Compassion, dignity and respect are at the heart of our care, offering reassurance to our residents and invaluable peace of mind to
relatives. Because we offer a range of care services, we can provide
a home for life, removing the need to move to another home when
our residents’ requirements change.
We understand that making the decision to move into a care home
is difficult and know how important it is to feel you have chosen
the right one. To help reassure you, we would like to invite you to
visit us as many times as you need to make that decision and our
Family Liaison Manager, Joanne Bulford, will be happy to offer you
all the support and advice you need when considering a place in our
homes.
Once you have made the decision to move into one of our homes,
Joanne will remain your friendly point of contact throughout the
first few months of settling in. Although our homes are founded in
the Catholic faith, we warmly welcome applications from all denominations.
For more information visit:
www.stcuthbertscarenursinghomes.org.uk

Requesting a Catholic Chaplain to the Hospital

Please note that Chaplains cannot know of your presence as an inpatient due
to data protection laws. Therefore, please inform the staff that you or your
relative would like to see the Catholic Chaplain, and let the Chaplain know that
they are a patient on that ward.
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Port Chaplaincy
Sunderland Port’s “Powerhouse of Prayer” SUNDERLAND is the city
of a thousand secret stories, but few modern day fables are as interesting as the self-confessed “Powerhouse of Prayer” providing
a warm welcome to seafarers from across the globe. Sister Mary
Scholastica is one of the first people foreign seafarers come across
when berthed at Port of Sunderland.
Amidst the clanging of cranes and hustle and bustle of lorries and
forklift trucks at the port, a small haven of calm can be found in
the form of the Stella Maris Seafarers Centre, where Sr. Scholastica
dedicates herself to the welfare of the world’s mariners.
“I’m a welcome sight for seafarers,” said the 77-year-old, of the Sisters of Mercy, in her strong Irish accent. “Being at sea can be tiring,
dangerous and lonely – it’s a job full of uncertainties. “Since coming
to the Port, I pride myself on being a certainty in their lives. When
you dock in Port of Sunderland, you can be certain of me. I’ll be
here with a hot cup of tea, internet access and the chapel, where all
religions are always welcome.”
The Stella Maris Centre is a drop-in facility owned by Sunderland
City Council and the Port. It was set up and run by Sr. Scholasitca in
the name of the Apostleship of the Sea, a Catholic Charity aiming to
provide practical and pastoral support to seafarers of all faiths. Sr.
Scholastica provides the warmth and heartbeat to the centre.

drawn after discovering the body of a refugee at sea, Sr. Scholastica
brought him to Stella Maris and prayed with him.
Sr. Scholastica arranges Mass on the ships and buys thermal hats
and socks for those in need. She is a regular fixture along the docks
with her shopping trolley full of sweaters, toothpaste and taxi cards,
to enable sailors to head into Sunderland City Centre. This
tech-savvy nun offers more than a hot drink and friendly ear – she
also helps with the practicalities. Sr. Scholastica said: “In life, you
must first establish the essentials, then the frills come after – you
can’t preach to a hungry man.
“When founding the centre, we ensured the essentials were in place;
a roof for shelter, a kitchen for food, a chapel for prayer. Then add
the rest, the homely touches, pictures and decorations. “When the
seafarers arrive, they have access to the essentials – food, internet,
a phone connection, and a place to pray. Add to this the memories
made, and you have all they need and more.” 90% of world trade is
transported by ship, bringing big business to ports like Sunderland.
Yet, life for a modern seafarer can be dangerous and lonely, making
the Sister’s work essential.
“I have seen so many things during my time in Sunderland,” said
Sister Mary. “I react to need. Whether helping the men during the
miner’s strike, the city’s homeless people or working at the Salvation Army, I have always reacted to visible need. That is what happened at the Port. I was asked by a good friend to consider helping
the seafarers and I realised these people were arriving in a strange
country, not knowing the language and with very little money. There
was a need for Stella Maris.”
Sunderland’s docks are a far cry from her roots in rural Ireland. In
1958, Sr. Scholastica entered the Sisters of Mercy Convent at aged
17; moving from the family farm in beautiful Galway, to the bright
lights of a busy, coastal city in North East England. “My move from
Galway to Sunderland was a huge change – I was struck by the huge
red brick buildings and the scale of industry here at the time. But I
was also struck by the people.
“Sunderland presented me with opportunities to form life-long
friendships while helping those struggling - from children, to the

She said: “In 2008 this was a derelict ex-sea cadet base, but I saw
the potential of what it could be. With tender loving care and a lick
of paint, it became the hub it is today. A place dedicated to
offering a warm welcome to seafarers docking in Sunderland.”
But Stella Maris is so much more than a cosy hangout and Sr. Scholastica is so much more than a welcoming committee. In 2004 when
the Indian Ocean tsunami struck, she found herself surrounded by
Asian seafarers desperate to find out if their loved ones were safe
– Sr. Scholastica bought “dongles”, providing the men and women
with online access and peace of mind that their families were ok
and well. When a young Russian sailor became depressed and with-

homeless. It’s wonderful to work with city residents and help them
overcome sorrow and welcome joy into their life. Joy is a tremendous thing.” The move away from Ireland was a huge upheaval for
the teenager, but an enthusiastic determination to help people has
driven her days serving the Catholic Church.
“I don’t waste a minute of any day,” Sr Scholastica said: “I make
clothes, I do a lot of needlework making wedding dresses and habits, I used to cook dinner at the Salvation Army. I am always busy.
“When I received my bus pass, the city opened up to me and I could
connect with my many missions of mercy. I was so excited – I still
think it’s brilliant!” Sr. Scholastica is grateful to her friends from all
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walks of life who dedicated their time and support to Stella Maris
Sunderland. She said: “From those who knit woolly hats, to those
who installed the internet – the help is immeasurable. People from
all walks of life, influenced by numerous faiths, have combined to
facilitate my work. For this I am truly grateful.”
Port of Sunderland Director, Matthew Hunt, said: “Sister Scholastica is a one-off – a tireless worker, a constant support and a passionate city ambassador. We’re incredibly lucky and grateful to have
her as part of the Port’s team “She has turned Stella Maris into a
haven for seafarers and it’s a truly heart-warming sight to see her
marching along the Port Quay’s. Her efforts never fail to impress
the crews and have made her a popular fixture at the Port.” Cllr Mel
Speding, Cabinet Secretary at Sunderland City Council, said: “There
is a wonderful message of warmth and welcome being extended
from Stella Maris Sunderland.” Sister Scholastica’s joy and warmth
can be felt a nautical mile away. She will continue to proudly welcome seafarers to the city of Sunderland for years to come. Donations of warm clothing would be gratefully received, along with any
toiletries packs, socks and warm thinsulated woolly hats.

To donate, please contact
Sister Scholastica at:
stellamarissunderland@gmail.com
Sr. Mary Scholastica has recently appeared in the BBC 2 Series ‘Sea
Cities’.
Thank you to Vicky Happer and Gemma Dunleavy from
Sunderland City Council for providing the article and images.
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University Chaplaincy
Friday Soup Club
The University of Sunderland Catholic Chaplaincy have been working with Parishioners of St Mary’s to help prepare and serve soup
every Friday lunchtime during Lent. For just £3, customers can get a
bowl of delicious homemade soup, sandwiches, tea and coffee. The
students have thoroughly enjoyed meeting and serving parishioners, and have raised lots of money for various causes. Parishioners
have expressed how much they have enjoyed the Friday Soup Club,
one parishioner commented, ‘It is lovely to meet and chat to the
students, the service and soup have been first class!’. The Chaplaincy hopes to continue Soup Club after Lent,
Check out: www.sunderlandcatholic.com/events or Our Lady of
Mercy’s Newsletter to see when the next Soup Club is on.

Chaplaincy Socials
International and local students joined together before Christmas
for a festive feast. Students helped to prepare and serve Christmas dinner and decorated the Upper Room, transforming it into
a Christmas winter wonderland. Other socials after Christmas included a Pizza and games night. The Chaplaincy are organising a day
trip to Durham in April, if you would to get involved contact:
Adrian on sunderlandcathsoc@gmail.com

Catholic Conference
A group of students from the Chaplaincy travelled down to a national student conference in Birmingham in March. Over 200 Catholic

Many thanks to all our race sponsors:
Caledonian Windows – Mr Tom Kelly
Contact: 0191 520 1094
Ascension Signs
Contact: 07720 441 664
www.Ascension-signs.co.uk
Scollen And Wright Funeral Services
Contact: 0191 5239099
www.scollenandwright.co.uk
Visual Alert Systems
Contact: 0191 5511247
www.visualalertsystems.co.uk
Asiana Fusion Restaurant
Contact: 0191 510 0099
www.asianafusion.co.uk
Walk Of Witness 2018
Good Friday – 30th march - 10am at Tunstall Hill. Please join us this
Good Friday for the annual walk of witness. The walk has been going
for over 50 Years and is organised by parishioners from St. Cecilia’s
and those from across the partnership. Hundreds of people gather
for the walk, which includes prayer, reflection, singing and a passion
play.

students gathered at Birmingham Catholic Chaplaincy to celebrate
and share their faith with each other. The conference was organised
by students and featured talks, faith discussion sessions, an evangelisation initiative called Nightfever and lots of time to socialise
and make new friends. Our students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and have come back with lots of ideas for our own student
community.

Race Night
The Catholic Chaplaincy organised a Race Night fundraiser, which
was held on the 3rd March. Despite the snowy weather, the night
went ahead and lots of people came for the event. The evening was
led by Steve Lawson, who did a fantastic job of compering, entertaining us with a variety of games in between the 8 races. Lots of
people have commented on what a great evening they had and how
they would love to have another Race Night soon. Thank
you to Steve Lawson and everyone who helped to make it a success.
Just under £500 was raised to support the work of the Catholic
Chaplaincy.
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St Joseph’s Primary School
“My stuff is not ready for school”
Getting children to school can be difficult. It can be a rush having uniforms packed lunches and reading books ready. For many

If some of the items above are barely used, this is an excellent way
to recycle good second hand objects. Obviously, this is not the case
with the soap and toiletries. There is also no place in the backpack
for sweets and toys other than a small ball.

families across the world it can be very difficult in that there is not
a school to go to or that the school takes the children away from
helping around the home.
The children in St Joseph’s School have been inspired by one of
their ex pupils to make a real change for fellow children in very
different situations. Sandra Siby, approached school to see if we
could support the Mary’s Meals Backpack Project. She spoke to
the children at assembly, showed them a video and worked with the
school’s Mini Vinnies to get the project moving in school.
Thanks to Sandra the Back Pack Project has become the school’s
Lenten Alms focus. The purpose of the project is to provide children

How you can help?
We are aiming to provide as many backpacks from school as we can
and we are making them appropriate to boys and girls of the same
age as the children in our classes. You may wish to contribute to the
project by providing items listed above, or indeed a group or family
may want to fill a complete backpack. If you can help in any way
please contact the school.
You may also want to find out more about Mary’s Meals this can be
done by visiting www.marysmeals.org.uk
Article by St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies

in developing countries with school equipment to encourage them
to come to school and get the necessary education to change their
life chances.

The Charity
Since 2005 Mary’s Meals have been active in Malawi providing children with a nourishing meal at school. Providing children with this
meal encourages the children to come to school. Workers on the
ground noticed that though the children were coming to school
many of them lacked the basic tools to learn. It was as a direct result of this that the Back Pack Project was set up.
In St Joseph’s and all of our schools children come weighed down
by bags that are often too big and full for them to carry. The rationale behind the project is that children in our classes can recycle an
old backpack and fill it with useful tools for learning for a child attending a school in Malawi.

The Project
The Project also gives a perfect opportunity to recycle unwanted
items. The kind of items needed for the project are:
• Notepad
• Eraser, ruler, sharpener, pencil case
• Towel
• Shorts or skirt, t-shirt or dress
• Flip Flops or sandals
• Soap, toothbrush, toothpaste
• Small ball
• Spoon
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St Anne’s Primary School
Caring for young carers in Sunderland
Young carers were the focus of a whole school assembly at St
Anne’s RC Primary School, during a special nationwide awareness
day on January 25.
In 2016, Claire Simpson, young carers operational lead, achieved a
Bronze Young Carers in Schools Award and has built on this since.
St Anne’s was the first school in Sunderland to achieve this award.
The school continues to educate its pupils about the work of young
carers and supports the Young Carers Awareness Day each
January.
Claire said: “This year’s assembly aimed to continue to educate our
children about Young Carers, give important information about
where they could receive support and celebrate the amazing care
that these children provide for their families.”
The government defines young carers as children under 18, with
caring responsibilities for someone living in their family home. In
more than half of cases, they are caring for their mother and a quarter have some level of caring responsibility for their siblings.
Research has shown that in some cases, carers can be as young as
five years old, but the majority are aged between 11 and 17.
For more information about support for young carers, email
info@carers.org. or call the Carers Trust on 0300 772 9600
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St Aidan’s Catholic Academy
It has been a busy start to 2018 at St. Aidan’s. This January two of
our boys travelled to geneva with the edmund rice network to visit the united nations. Matthew watson described his experience for
our younger students:
‘We arrived in Geneva at around 1pm and went to the Edmund Rice
permanent office in Geneva where we were given more information
about the Edmund Rice international organisation and the work
they do around the United Nations.
We then went down the road to the United Nations building to receive our passes for the following day. We were given some free
time to sample the sights of Geneva and the famous Lake Geneva,
before regrouping for tea in a local restaurant. On the second day
we sat in on Liechtenstein’s humans rights review.
This was a fantastic experience as we saw the UN in action and saw
a number of delegates speaking on behalf of their country. We even
had lunch in the ‘Serpent Bar’ in and amongst the delegates and
Politicians.

had the chance to discuss their faith and spend time reflecting with
friends on different aspects of their beliefs. For many, this was the
first time they had experienced a retreat. Students came back full
of excitement, talking about the young people on the mission team
and what they had been sharing.
‘They made discussing our faith very interactive, there were lots of
activities to get involved in and it was a good chance to spend time
with friends.’
Harry Brocklehurst, y7.
This June a group of our year 9 students have signed up for camping
at the youth village as part of a youth festival. This has always been
a great success; please pray for the experience of our young men
during this time. St. Aidan’s doors are always open to members of
our extended community.
If you would like to come into the academy to celebrate mass or
attend morning prayer please do not hesitate to get in touch. We
would like to see our work with the community grow and we would
love to engage all the parishes of sunderland in our daily work. If
you would like to support us in developing the liturgical and spiritual

After lunch we sat in on a ‘side event’ regarding the human rights
situation in the Middle East. This really opened up our eyes to issues
we didn’t even know were happening like the Saudi Arabian blockade of Qatar. This has left families separated and children unable to
receive medicine.

lives of our young people in any way please get in touch. We are
eager to build strong supportive relationships with all parishioners.
Mrs Whitten, Assistant Head:
anne-marie.whitten@staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk

We were then given a full tour of the UN, including the old building
where we witnessed the original league of nations building. This trip
was an amazing experience and a once in a life time opportunity.
We were able to see the work of Eri and the work done in the UN. I
would highly recommend it to younger students who might get this
opportunity in the future.’ Matthew Watson year 13.
Over the last couple of years, we have encouraged students to give
something back during Lent. We have supported water aid and
cafod with our recycling campaigns in recent years. More recently
we have made a commitment to support local charities that assist
in the ever increasing issues around food poverty. Our advent
appeal to support local food banks was a real success and provided
genuine assistance to those in most need in the local community.
We have encouraged our students and families to continue to
support this worthy cause during lent. Every time a form group fills
a box with donations, St. Aidan’s donates a chocolate egg towards
the appeal.
Our aim is to hand over a large quantity of basic items to the food
banks and in addition be able to donate chocolate eggs to children
who otherwise may not have received an easter gift. Over the last
term, two of our year groups have had the opportunity to go on retreat to the youth village in Consett. The students who attended
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St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy
CAFOD Young Leaders Award
Preparing for the Presentation of their work to promote CAFOD
through communication and fundraising. The students have already
spent a day at St. Mary’s School, Newcastle and a further training
day (above) at St. John’s, Bishop Auckland and will be presenting
their activities to other students on the final day at Carmel School,
Darlington on Tuesday 17th April. They have carried out assemblies
throughout the school to raise awareness and are busy fundraising
during Lent.

Saving God’s Creation: One Plastic Bottle at a Time
Amongst the dog walkers and families on Roker beach St Anthony’s
Girls’ Catholic Academy held its seasonal litter pick one cold and
rainy February weekend.
The litter pick was initiated over the Christmas season when Year
CAFOD Young Leaders promoting the work of CAFOD and encouraging others to fundraise to make a difference in the lives of the
most vulnerable in our world.

Lenten almsgiving brings back memories of
Faith Festival
The pupils at St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy have put their
charity thinking hats on once again for their annual Lenten almsgiving. This has brought back memories of the school’s December ‘Faith
Festival’ culminating in the Christmas Charity Market, when over
£1,000 was raised for various charities.
This was the school’s fourth Faith Festival and it has grown in size
every single year since its infancy in 2013. During the week a number
of guests spoke of how faith has affected them in their lives to a
captive audience of St Anthony’s pupils. Visitors included Claire
from the Missio charity who spoke of the work of Christ through the
youth of the Church; Cloud Singh from the Newcastle Sikh Gurdwara who discussed Sikh beliefs and women’s roles in the faith and
our daily ‘Faith Chat’, a chance for pupils to ‘speed date’ through different faiths and take part in small group discussions with members
of varying faiths.
The weeklong event produced some fantastic feedback from the
pupils who felt ‘energised’ and ‘really excited about faith’. The culmination of this week was our Christmas Charity Market, which was
hugely successful, raising over £1000 for various charities including
CAFOD and Manzini Care. We are already in planning for our fifth
festival and rumours are, it will be our biggest and best yet!

11 pupils got to thinking about how they could raise money for their
chosen Christmas charity and also to give something back to
the community. A coastal litter pick was the conclusion, and quickly
the girls got to work organizing sponsorship money and checking
the tides for a weekend in early February.
Before and during this event we were reminded of Pope Francis’
papal document Laudato Si and in particular this quote resonated
with the pupils when they studied it as part of their GCSE course:
“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents.” (Laudato Si 14). The litter pick was a chance for
pupils to preserve God’s creation one small step at a time.
Over the past year there has been a 10% increase in rubbish washed
up on the UK’s beaches says the Marine Conservation Society and
most of it, plastic. This has harmed local wildlife and has impacted
significantly on the beautiful coastal landscape. The pupils and staff
at St Anthony’s have conducted litter picks in the past and this was
a great opportunity to follow up on their great work. Miss Prestwood, Assistant Key Stage Director at St Anthony’s and organizer
of the event praised the girls saying, ”The dedication of the girls has
been fantastic and to come here on a very wet Saturday just
shows how much the pupils want to help our local community and
rid the beach of human waste.”
Over 20 bags of rubbish were collected during the two hour stint
on the beach. But this certainly does not mean our work is done.
The girls were shocked at how much rubbish had accumulated on
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the beach, so are quickly organizing a further litter pick in the near
future. In the 21st Century we are part of a, “throwaway culture, “
which has left a huge stain on our global home. However, through
endeavouring to improve and care for the environment through
events like this, we can slowly work towards a brighter and less
plastic-filled future for God’s creation.

St. Anthony’s News
• Eve Grant and Ella Harrison represent the school at the Youth
Friday event at the Cathedral to celebrate the work of YMT. Eve has
recently joined the Youth Council.
• Charlotte Galloway is presented with her GOLD John Paul 2nd
Award as she was unable to attend the official ceremony as she
was playing the part of Maria in the Sound of Music. St. Anthony’s
received 28
medals at the Tyne Theatre – 26 Gold and 2 Bronze.
Congratulations to all.
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Lourdes Pilgrimage 2018
Students are busy recruiting volunteers for Lourdes through promoting the experience during assemblies, meetings and fundraising
events. Hundreds of youth volunteered from Sunderland and
across the diocese to be part of the Youth Section of the pilgrimage
last year. It is a fantastic opportunity to serve and support pilgrims,
make new friends and experience the beauty and peace of Lourdes.
If you would like to be involved, please talk to your school chaplain
or parish priest. This year’s pilgrimage will take place on Friday 27th
July to Friday 3rd August 2018. For more information about this
year’s pilgrimage visit:
www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk

Expedition Days by Expedition
Worship
Experience praise and worship in your school or parish!
About Expedition Days:
We think prayer needs to get wild sometimes. We were made in the
image of God. Made to be passionate, expressive and creative. We
want to show young people that we were made to live with and for
God and that we can really journey into His presence. We know that
God is always present. He’s all around us. C. S. Lewis said ‘We may
ignore, but we can nowhere evade, the presence of God. The world is
crowded with him.’ The problem is we are not always present to him.
Through these ‘Expedition Days’ we hope to encourage young people to live lives of worship and find freedom in the loving presence
of our great Heavenly Father!
To book Expedition Worship for your school or parish contact Cody
Kettner by visiting their website:
www.expeditionworship.com
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Lourdes Pilgrimage Memorial Book
2018

The Summit at St Joseph’s

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes is from the 28/7/18 to 4/8/18

gether at St Joseph’s church to worship, prayer and hear

Parishioners from all over the partnership and diocese gathered toteaching and testimony at a new event called the Summit. Lots of

Dear Parishioners of the Monkwearmouth Partnership,

people commented on what a fantastic evening they had, one parishioner said, ‘the music was beautiful, and the talk was fascinating,

I am currently compiling a list of names in order to create a

I’m so glad I came, I feel really uplifted.’ The Summit is a Diocesan

memorial book that will accompany this year’s diocesan pilgrimage

event that is organised by the Department for Adult Formation and

to Lourdes. We hope that this will be a good opportunity for people

Evangelisation.

from around the Partnership to have their loved ones prayed for at
Lourdes. If there is someone you would like to include in the book

The next Summit will be on the 7th April 2018 at St Mary’s, Bishop

please send me the following information:

Auckland, DL14 6PQ, starting at 7pm.

• Name(s) of person(s) you would like to include

Journey in Faith

• Anniversary or other significant dates

Journey in Faith is a formation course that is run by our partnership

• Name of your church community

for anyone who is interested in becoming a Catholic or would like

• The donation of your choice

to learn more about the Catholic faith. Journey in Faith, which is

Closing date for submitting names is Monday 14/05/18

similar to the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), is a course
that goes through the basic tenets of the Catholic faith. Through

I sincerely hope that all 11 of our communities will take part. All in-

weekly hour long sessions, the group explores subjects such as the

come generated will go directly to the Lourdes fund. This will be a

Bible, the 7 Sacraments, the moral teachings of the Church, a life

Partnership memorial book and therefore the pages will reflect this

of prayer, as well as practically preparing candidates for Baptism,

rather than having church by church pages. Family groups will not

Eucharist and Confirmation. The sessions are led by both priests

be separated and there will be a reference to which Church they

and lay catechists. If you would like to find out more about Journey

are associated with. The book will be finished and delivered to St.

in Faith, please talk to a parish priest or call 0191 548 6839.

Joseph’s Church for the vigil mass on 21/07/18, I also hope to have
copies available for each church.

Here are a few comments from people who on this year’s Journey
in Faith:

Any queries, suggestions or support, please contact me first, or

“I wanted to develop a deeper relationship with Jesus and come to

your partnership representative and your parish priest as a last re-

know more about the Catholic faith.”

sort. Finally, thank you in anticipation of your support. It is our hope
that this will be a special way in which people from across our partnership can be a part of this year’s pilgrimage.

“I want to become a Catholic for my family to be built on a strong
foundation of faith.”
“We’re an older couple, I’m Church of England and my wife is Catho-

Alan Maughan. St Patrick’s Ryhope, (Vice Chair of the PDG)

lic and now it’s important to us to worship together as we grow

07891103815 - almaughan48@yahoo.com

older.”
“I and My daughters were christened in the Church of England. My
daughters are pupils at St. Benet’s school and are learning about
the Catholic faith.
I need to support them in their learning and their life of faith so I
decided to join the Journey in Faith and to become a Catholic.”
“My husband is a Catholic as well as all his family and my daughter
was baptised a Catholic and attends St. Anne’s school. I wanted to
unite my family in faith.”
“I’ve been going to Mass for many years and I wanted to find out
more about the faith and what Catholics get out of it. I find the
Journey in faith very emotional but really helpful.”
“I want to be a part of the Christian family together with my wife
and our child.”
Picture Left: Candidtaes for this year’s Journey In Faith
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St. Patrick’s, Ryhope
“Thank God our church is open daily. Evangelisation starts with an
open door – literally.”
During the day, anyone can pop in to St Patrick’s for quiet prayer,
light a candle or just sit and find peace.

40 Hours Devotion
St Patrick’s will soon be celebrating the 40th anniversary of our
40 HOURS DEVOTION. This year, the devotion starts on Sunday
17/06/18 at 8:00pm and finishes on Tuesday 19/06/18 at 5:00pm.
This is a great celebration in the parish and we warmly invite other
parishioners from all over the partnership to join us for it.

First Holy Communion
This will take place on Saturday 20/05/18. Each child has a faith
friend who walks the journey of preparation with them. On First Holy
Communion day each faith friend receives a thank you card. The
sick of the parish also receive a card that includes the message “I
have prayed for you on my First Holy Communion Day.” These cards
from the children are greatly appreciated and are part of the offertory procession before distribution.
Each week we have Eucharistic adoration on Wednesday before
mass at 8:45 am and on Thursday in the house from 2:00 to 3:00pm.
On Monday’s we pray the Rosary for priests before mass. Once a
month we have afternoon tea, cakes and a chat, always an enjoyable
occasion.
St Patrick’s fundraising initiatives include Cafod, Macmillan Cancer
Research, the Annual Shoe Box Appeal, and our local Food Bank.
We are working at developing the following for the future:
• A shared notice board in church
• A visit to the Emmaus Youth Village
• A partnership outing at Easter
• Taize evenings
• Youth Masses
• A bereavement Group
If you would like to help with any of these initiatives please contact
Alan Maughan
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Thank you to everyone who has helped to put this issue together.
If you would like to provide content for the next magazine
please send it to:
monkwearmouthcatholic@gmail.com
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MONKWEARMOUTH CATHOLIC
PARTNERSHIP
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

THE PARISHES OF ST. BENET’S, ST.HILDA’S, & ST. JOSEPH’S

THE PARISH OF ST. JEANNE JUGAN

THE PARISHES OF ST. ANNE’S & HOLY FAMILY, SACRED HEART
& ST. JOHN BOSCO, & ST. PATRICK’S

The Good Friday Walk of Witness will take place at 10am
at Tunstall Hill. All are welcome to attend.
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