Sharing Reflections
 How do we think Abram felt as he looked at the
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stars and heard God’s promise?
 What sort of thing can we do to show our

willingness to trust and obey God?
In the week ahead...
Jesus’ whole life was lived in an awareness of the
ancient covenants between God and humanity – and
with the whole of Creation. He knew of God’s mighty
love for his People – and he knew how often God had
taken the initiative to draw them back when they had
decided to make their own way – even to turn quite
deliberately away from him. We catch a glimpse of
what it means to be in total communion – in an
eternal covenant –with God when Jesus radiates light
and glory. The power of living in God’s covenant gives
each us the capacity to shine – to radiate God’s love
and mercy towards others.
Spend a few moments in personal reflection on
 How might I let God’s love and mercy shine on
me this week?
 How might I let them shine through me on
someone who needs to experience them both?
You might like to continue with your gratitude diary
but this week note down when you have felt blessed.
You can also include times when you have shown love
and mercy towards others. This is not pride! It is
acknowledging the power of God at work in your life
and so is something to be thankful for the privilege of
sharing.
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I will sing of your steadfast love,
O Lord, for ever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness
to all generations.
I declare that your steadfast love
is established for ever
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
You said,
I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
“I will establish your descendants for ever,
and build your throne for all generations.”
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,
a God feared in the council of the holy ones,
great and awesome
above all that are around him?
O Lord God of hosts,
who is as mighty as you, O Lord?
Your faithfulness surrounds you.
Righteousness and justice
are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

God’s Gifts of Love and Mercy:
Covenant

God’s Gift of Love and Mercy: Covenant
Opening Responses

Setting the Scene

Reader We gather in the name of the Father
All
Who has established covenants of love
from generation to generation.

On Sunday, our Reading actually starts with verse 5 –
where the Lord takes Abram outside. We have added a
few verses to give us a context for what happens next.
Abram – who will later be given the name Abraham – has
a vision.

Reader We gather in the name of the Son
All
Who lived in the graces
of the ancient covenants
and who established a new
and eternal covenant
through his sacrifice on the cross.
Reader We gather in the name of the Holy Spirit
All
Whose light shone through Jesus
on the mountaintop
revealing the glory of God to his disciples
and to the world.
Reader We gather…
All
(making the Sign of the Cross)
in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Abram hears the Lord promising him security and great
reward. So how does Abram respond? Not with gratitude
but with a complaint!
At the time, children were a way of securing your future
and knowing someone would remember your name.
God’s response to the complaint is to take Abram
outside and give him a vision of what his promise looks
like – Abram’s offspring will be as numerous as the stars.
This still seems incredible but Abram enters into a
covenant with God.
To us, the sacrifice and cutting up of birds and animals
seems strange but one suggestion is that this was a way
of saying that, if one of the sides broke the covenant,
this was the fate they would accept. Serious stuff! Abram
then waits for a sign that God really is serious about this
covenant. Eventually, a deep sleep comes over him –
perhaps taking him back to his earlier “vision state” – or
simply exhausted after a day preparing and guarding his
sacrifices. Here he sees a powerful sign that the God –
the Lord of the Universe – has entered into a covenant of
love, mercy and promise with a mere mortal.

To ponder…
 When have you reacted to God’s goodness by

complaining more about what you don’t have than
being grateful for what you do have?

Reading– Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18
(The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision,
‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’
And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’
But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This man
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.’)
The Lord brought Abram outside and said, ‘Look
towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your
descendants be.’ And he believed the Lord; and the
Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought
you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord God, how am I to
know that I shall possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring
me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and
a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these and cut
them in two, laying each half over against the other;
but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him.
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a
smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants
I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the river Euphrates.’

